
Annotated Agenda
CCC Meeting – Annapolis, MD

May 17– May 19, 2022
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3. Objective/Purpose (Informational)

Provide an overview of the challenges NOAA Fisheries faces and how we are addressing them,
including climate change and marine resource management, wind development in the marine
environment, and adapting the NOAA Fisheries survey enterprise.

4. Background/Synopsis

NOAA Fisheries is facing growing challenges which affect trust resources, ecosystems, and
NMFS management activities. There is an urgent need to better prepare and respond to help
promote resilience and adaptation of living marine resources (fisheries, protected species,
habitats); commercial and recreational sectors and services, and resource-dependent
communities.

Across our agency and across the country, we’re confronting the challenge of understanding
and mitigating the impacts of climate change on our coastal and marine resources while building
healthier and more resilient ecosystems. Every day, NOAA Fisheries scientists are helping to
answer key climate change-centered questions including what’s changing, what’s coming and
how to respond. Their findings inform science-based management and conservation responses
aimed at ensuring the health and diversity of living marine resources and the many people and
communities that depend on them. With our Next Generation Data Acquisition Plan, we identify
current and future data needs and priorities by engaging internal and external stakeholders to
compile and include their feedback.

Offshore wind energy development plays an important role in U.S. efforts to combat the climate
crisis and build a clean energy economy. Safe, reliable, and affordable domestic energy
production powers the U.S. economy, promotes jobs and is critical to our nation’s security.
NOAA Fisheries is focused on minimizing the impacts to ocean resources, critical habitats, and
fishing opportunities throughout the planning, siting, and development stages. We are also
collaborating with other federal agencies to implement a strategy to reduce the impacts of
offshore wind energy development on our scientific surveys.

NOAA Fisheries’ surveys are essential for the sustainable management of our nation’s fisheries,
recovery of protected resources, conservation of habitats and ecosystems, and understanding
the impacts of climate change. We strive to sustain core survey strength while we build the
additional capacity needed to face the ever-growing challenges of climate change; modernize
by evaluating and implementing new technology platforms for collecting data and enhancing
workforce proficiency; and strengthen survey planning, prioritization, and management of survey



resources to optimize return on investment.


