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September 2018 Legislative Committee Meeting

• HR 200 – LC agreed to draft a 
consensus statement on a 
proposed requirement for 
comprehensive stock surveys.

• S 1520 – LC agreed to revise 
Working Paper to address 
concerns about increasing the 
rebuilding probability from 50% to 
75%.

• S 3138 – LC noted that Courts 
have reached different 
conclusions about whether or not 
NMFS can regulate aquaculture in 
EEZ. LC recommended that 
language be drafted to make it 
clear that aquaculture 
(mariculture) is included in MSA 
and can be regulated by the 
agency.



CCC Legislative Working Paper Updates
• Revise Topic 1 (Stock Rebuilding) consensus to address concerns with increasing 

the probability of rebuilding from 50% to 75%. Add the following text:

Under the rebuilding requirements currently in the Act, Councils determine the rebuilding schedule based on scientific 

information supplied by NMFS. Rebuilding timeframes balance the biology of the fish and the economic needs of those 

involved in the fishery to rebuild the fishery within the time limits allowed in the Act. There is often considerable 

uncertainty involved in the calculation of the rebuilding timeframe and, with changing ocean conditions occurring in 

some regions, rebuilding success can be even more uncertain. That is why the Act already requires that Councils assess 

rebuilding progress at regular intervals. 

Requiring that a rebuilding plan meet an arbitrary goal (75 percent probability of success) if a rebuilding plan is not 

meeting the expected progress by the first assessment would almost certainly result in significant adverse impacts to 

fishermen and fishing communities. The experience of several Councils shows that this requirement could lead to closing 

fisheries, with severe impacts on communities. The suggested language would take away the flexibility that Councils 

currently have in balancing the need to rebuild overfished fisheries with the need to minimize the economic effects on 

fishing communities. 

Often, changes to an assessment model can lead to an unexpected change in the understanding of stock status.  Limiting 

a Council’s ability to adapt to these changes because of a mandatory requirement would limit a Council’s ability to 

modify the rebuilding program in light of the new information. As a result, fishermen and their communities would be 

penalized for improvements in science.



CCC Legislative Working Paper Updates

• Revise Topic 14 title (Stock Assessment and Survey Data) and consensus position 
to include survey data concerns. Add the following text to the first paragraph:

…. However, the CCC is concerned that requiring the Secretary to complete a peer-reviewed stock 

survey and stock assessments for all FMP species within two years is unrealistic.  Comprehensive 

stock surveys have not been done for coral reef and other areas because they would have been 

prohibitively expensive and would provide little benefit at great expense. While new emerging 

drone technology may reduce costs of some surveys, the CCC remains concerned about potential 

redistribution of survey and assessment resources from stocks with high commercial and 

recreational interest to those of lower concern.  Should Congress insist on completion of these 

surveys, substantial increases in funding should be provided to NOAA Fisheries for this work. 



CCC Legislative Working Paper Updates

• Revise Topic 19 (Aquaculture) consensus to indicate the CCC preference that MSA 
be amended to ensure that the Councils/NMFS has the authority to regulate 
aquaculture. Replace with the following text:

The CCC believes that aquaculture (mariculture) should be included in the MSA to take 

advantage of the transparent, public Council process to address major issues such as siting, 

species to be cultivated, potential law enforcement impacts of a cultures species and wild 

catches of the same species, and permit review, including the potential for leasing permits and 

financial guarantees for decommissioning a facility.

Current wording in the 1/11/19 version:  “The CCC believes that the Councils’ existing authority under the Magnuson-

Stevens Act allows them to develop fishery management plans to regulate aquaculture in their respective exclusive 

economic zone (EEZ) waters to address major topics like permitting process and duration, approval of systems and siting, 

species that may be cultured, and record keeping and reporting. The Gulf Council has an existing fishery management 

plan and other Councils have programs and/or policies addressing aquaculture in the EEZ. Individual Councils are in the 

process of determining whether they will develop a fishery management plan and do not feel a consultation role alone 

would adequately address Council concerns.” 



Chair and Vice Chair Nominations

Terms: Committee suggests 2 years for Chair and Vice Chair.

Rotation: Committee suggests Vice-Chair move up to Chair, 
and a new Vice-Chair is elected by the CCC.

Nominations: Tom Nies and Mary Clark Sabo have both 
volunteered to be Vice Chair.




