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NATIONAL OCEAN POLICY IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
 

To translate President Obama's National Policy for the Stewardship of the Ocean, Our Coasts, 
and the Great Lakes into on-the-ground actions to benefit the American people, the National 
Ocean Council released the National Ocean Policy Implementation Plan.  The Implementation 
Plan describes specific actions Federal agencies will take to address key ocean challenges, give 
states and communities greater input in Federal decisions, streamline Federal operations, save 
taxpayer dollars, and promote economic growth. 
 
The Council developed the Implementation Plan over the past two years with extensive input 
from national, regional, and local stakeholders from all marine sectors; tribal, State and local 
governments; and the private sector, scientists and the public.  
 
In early 2012, the National Ocean Council released for public comment the draft Implementation 
Plan. The final Implementation Plan incorporates suggestions on the draft, including key support 
for local and regional capacity and self-determination, and the development of more and better 
information related to ocean conditions. The plan specifies that regional stakeholders will 
determine the scope, scale and content of collaborative marine planning, that participation is 
voluntary, and that regional planning bodies will be established only in regions that want them. 
Click here to read the press release. 
View fact sheets about: 

• The Implementation Plan 
• Marine Planning 
• Coastal Communities 
• Recreational Fishing and Boating 
• Commercial Fishing 
• Aquaculture 
• Agriculture 
• Offshore Renewable Energy 
• Offshore Oil and Gas 
• Shipping and Ports 

Click here to read the Implementation Plan. 
Click here to read the Implementation Plan Appendix. 
Click here to read the Draft Implementation Plan and the public comments received. 

The Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force 
On June 12, 2009, President Obama sent a memorandum to the heads of executive departments 
and Federal agencies establishing an Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force and charged it with 
developing recommendations to enhance national stewardship of the ocean, coasts, and Great 
Lakes. The Task Force released interim reports for public comment in September 2009 and 
December 2009, and received and reviewed close to 5,000 written comments from Congress, 
stakeholders, and the public before finalizing its recommendations. President Obama signed 
an Executive Order on July 19, 2010 adopting the Final Recommendations and establishing a 
National Policy for the Stewardship of the Ocean, Coasts, and Great Lakes. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/executive-order-stewardship-ocean-our-coasts-and-great-lakes
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/executive-order-stewardship-ocean-our-coasts-and-great-lakes
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/Press_Releases/April_16_2013
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_overview.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_marine_planning.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_coastal_communities.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_recreational_fishing_boating.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_commercial_fishing.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_aquaculture.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_agriculture.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_offshore_renewable.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_offshore_oil_gas.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/nop_ip_shipping_ports.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/national_ocean_policy_implementation_plan.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/national_ocean_policy_ip_appendix.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ceq/national_ocean_policy_draft_implementation_plan_01-12-12.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/oceans/comments
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/page/files/2009ocean_mem_rel.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/files/documents/2010stewardship-eo.pdf
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