
CCC MSA Working Group Assignments 

Working Group #1: Stock Rebuilding Requirements. 

Members 

 Michelle Duval (Chair) 

 Lee Anderson 

 Tom Nies 

 Dave Witherell 

 Ben Hartig 

 Doug Gregory 

Topics/Issues 

1. Stock rebuilding timelines.  Should there be more flexibility in the stock rebuilding requirements 

and how should that be reflected in the rebuilding requirements? 

2. Exemptions for the implementation of rebuilding plans.  Should the Act provide for delayed 

implementation of rebuilding plans? 

3. Exemptions to stock rebuilding requirements.  Which circumstances or factors should exempt a 

stock from rebuilding requirements? 

4. Ending overfishing.  Should there be any change to the current requirements to end overfishing, 

and, if so, under which circumstances? 

5. Mixed stock exception.  Please review the current exception, the House draft exception, the 

NAS/NRC discussion on this issue, and provide recommendations for any changes to the mixed 

stock exception. 

6. ACL exemptions.  Should there be any changes to the current ACL requirements for incidentally 

caught species, short-lived species, or species with other characteristics? 

7. SSC's role in quota setting.  Should the SSC's role in the quota-setting process be changed as 

proposed by the House draft? 

8. Other related priorities.  Please offer any specific, additional recommendations that the WG 

believes will improve the Act with respect to stock rebuilding, ACLs, AMs, or related 

requirements. 

Working Group #2: MSA relationship to other federal statutes 

Members 

 Kitty Simonds 

 Don McIsaac 

 Herbert Pollard 

 Chris Oliver 

Topics/Issues 



1. Consistency and coordination between MSA and NEPA requirements and timelines. 

2. Consistency and coordination between MSA and NMSA. 

3. Consistency and coordination between MSA and ESA. 

4. Other recommendations relative to MSA and other federal statutes. 

Working Group #3: Electronic Monitoring, Sustainability Certification, any other MSA 

reauthorization issues 

Members: 

 Terry Stockwell (Chair) 

 Dorothy Lowman 

 Richard Seman 

 Kevin Anson 

 Michael Duenas 

 Eric Olson 

 Carrie Simmons 

Topics/Issues: 

1. Electronic monitoring.  How should the Act facilitate or govern the use of EM in U.S. fisheries? 

2. Data Confidentiality.  Should the current data confidentiality provisions in the Act be amended 

and which amendments would improve fisheries management while preserving individual 

confidentiality? 

3. MSP. Should fisheries data be precluded from use in spatial planning? 

4. Transparency.  What level of record keeping is most appropriate to provide public access and 

transparency for Council meetings and SSC meetings? 

5. Ecosystem management.  Are any changes to the Act necessary to enable the Councils to 

transition to EAFM or EBFM? 

6. Forage fish management.  Should the Act require that the ecological role of forage fish be taken 

into consideration when setting quotas on forage fish? 

7. Sustainability Certification.  Should the Act include a provision for sustainability certification to 

affirm the sustainability of U.S. fisheries caught under MSA?  If so, please comment on the 

appropriate scope of such a certification. 

8. Recreational fisheries.  Are any specific changes to the Act necessary to ensure the successful 

and effective management of recreational fisheries under MSA? 

9. International issues.  Are specific changes to the Act necessary to ensure the successful 

management of international, transboundary stocks? 

10. State/Federal.  Are specific changes to the Act necessary to facilitate improved coordination in 

the management of inter jurisdictional fisheries under state and federal management? 

11. Catch Shares.  Should there be any additional restrictions on the use of catch shares, or other 

changes to the Act relative to this issue? 

12. National Standards.  Should there be any additions or modifications to the existing National 

Standards? 


