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PROCEEDI NGS
(1:00 p.m)

CHAIRMAN LU SI: | call this neeting to
order. This is the May 2022 Council Coordi nati ng
Commttee neeting. W are hosting this neeting --
The M d-Atlantic Council is hosting this neeting.
W're in Annapolis. This is ny honetown. | live
just a fewmles away. So, | want to wel cone all
of you to the Town of Annapolis. There's a |ot of
hi story here, a great deal of history that | was
| ooki ng up on Wkipedia this norning to try to
gi ve you sone thoughts. W also have the Naval
Acadeny right across the street. So, if you have
any questions about the history of Annapolis or
t he Naval Acadeny, |1'd recomrend you finding a
t our gui de downtown and asking them because it's
not -- I'mnot a history buff and I'"mnot going to
have many answers for you.

So, I will -- 1 can provide you sone
I nformati on about where to eat, where to go out
and have fun and drink and, you know, have a good

time dommtown. But by the history, guys are going
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to have to find sonebody else to help you with
that. We have a really great agenda pl anned for

t hese next couple of days and we're going to start
out this afternoon with sone opening remarks. But
what |'d like to do -- I'll do ny best (audio
drop) as we go around the table and ask questions
and have conversations. So, | would like to start
wWith just a round to go around the table and have
everyone introduce thenselves. And I'mgoing to
start wwth nyself. M nane is Mke Luisi. | am
the chair of the Md-Atlantic Council. | work
here in Annapolis for the Maryl and Departnent of
Nat ural Resources I'mthe current Fisheries
Director. In an acting role in that capacity and
|'ve been on the Council for maybe 10, 11, 12
years, sonething like that, and |'ve been Chair
for about 6 years now. And I'mreally |ooking
forward to facilitating and working through the
agenda that we have planned for you today. So,
I'"'mgoing to start with the introductions. [|I'm
going to start to ny left and go to Chris More

first.
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DR. MOORE: Hello, everyone. |'mChris
Moore, Executive Director of Md-Atlantic Council.

MR. TOANSEND: (Good afternoon, everyone.
Wes Townsend, commercial fisherman from Del awar e.
And | amthe current Vice-Chair of the
M d-Atlantic Council.

MR | SSENBERG Hello. [|'m Adam
| ssenberg. [I'mw th NOAA General Council based in
Silver Spring.

MR. BELLAVANCE: Hi, everyone, Rick
Bel | avance. |'ma charter boat captain from Rhode
Island, and I'"'mthe Vice- Chair of the New Engl and
Fi shery Managenent Council .

MR. REID: Good afternoon, everyone. M
nanme is Eric Reid. | amthe chairman of the New
Engl and Council and I'ma third term counci |
menber from Rhode | sl and.

MR NES: Good afternoon. M nane is
Tom Nies. |'m Executive Director of the New
Engl and Counci | .

M5. BELCHER. Hi, Carolyn Belcher. [|I'm

Wi th Georgia Departnent of Natural Resources
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Coastal Resources Division. The Mrine Fisheries
Section Chief there. And I'mVice-Chair for the
South Atlantic Council.

MR. CARM CHAEL: John Carm chael,
Executive Director for the South Atlantic Council.

MR. MCGOVERN: Good afternoon. |'m Jack
McGovern. |'m Assistant Regi onal Adm nistrator
wi th the Southeast Regional Ofice in Saint
Pet ersburg. NOAA Fi sheri es.

MR. ROLON: Good afternoon, M guel
Rol on. Sales Director Caribbean Fishery
Managenent Counci |l .

MR. HANKE: Marcos Hanke. CFMC Chair,
Charter Operator. Thank you.

MR. BLANCHARD: Tony Bl anchar d.

Vi ce-Chair, CFMC Conmmercial Fisher.

MR. STUNZ: Hello. I'mGeg Stunz, a
menber of the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of
Mexico Studies. And I'mthe Vice-Chair for the
@l f Council.

M5. SIMMONS: Good afternoon, everyone.

Carrie Sinmons, Executive Director at the CGulf
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Council, our office is in Tanpa, Florida. And
|'"ve been with the Council, at the end of this
nmonth for 14 years.

MR. WULFF: Good afternoon. |'m Ryan
Wil ff, the Assistant Regional Adm nistrator for
Sust ai nabl e Fisheries - NOAA Fisheries Wst Coast
regi on.

MR. BURDEN:. Good afternoon. |I'm
Merrick Burden. 1'mthe Executive Director of the
Paci fic Council.

MR. GORELNI K: (Good afternoon. M nane
Is Marc Gorelnik. |'ma recreational fisherman
fromCalifornia, and I am Chair of the Pacific
Counci | .

MR. PETTINGER: Good afternoon, |'m Brad
Pettinger. |1'mVice-Chair of the Pacific Council
and a commerci al fisherman.

MR. KURLAND: Hi, | am John Kurl and,

Al aska Regi onal Adm nistrator for NOAA Fi sheri es.

MR. W THERELL: Dave Wtherell,
Executive Director at North Pacific. M/ Chairman,

Si non Ki nneen sends his regards. He won't be here
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in person. He is attending his son's high school
graduation, so he'll be listening in when he can.
But he was unable to attend and wanted to say hi
to all of you.

MR TVWEIT: I'mBill Tweit, right here
with the North Pacific Council. [|'mthe
Vice-Chair and | think |I've been on the council a
little bit | onger than M chael Luisi has been.

But we're not going to tal k nunbers today.

MR. MAKAI AU. Hello everyone. M nane
I s Jarad Makaiau, |'mthe Assistant Adm nistrator
for Sustainable Fisheries Pacific |Islands Region.

MR. SWORD: Hello, everyone. M nane is
WIlI Sword. [I'mthe Vice-Chair from Wstern
Paci fic Council.

MR SOLIAI: Hello. [|I'mArchie Soli ai
for the Western Pacific Council, as it seens |ike
everybody in Maryland knows that | tore ny rotator
cuff. So, no autographs this week. Ckay.

M5. SIMONDS: Kitty Sinonds. Nothing
el se needed.

M5. DENIT: Good afternoon. |I'mKelly
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Denit. I'ma Director for the Ofice of
Sust ai nabl e Fi sheri es.

MR. RAUCH |'m Sam Rauch. |'mthe
Deputy Assistant Adm nistrator for regulatory
prograns at NOAA Fi sheri es.

M. COT: Hello. I'mJanet Coit. |I'm
t he Assistant Adm nistrator at NOAA Fisheries and
the Acting Assistant Secretary for Oceans and
At nosphere at NOAA. Departnent of Commerce.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  Thank you for everyone

for that. | thought we had Kitty's mc turned
off, but | guess it's working. Wat -- what |'d
like to do --

M5. SIMONDS: |'mgoing to go over tine,

just, so you know.
CHAIRVAN LU SI: 1'd like -- so we don't
have too nmany people in the audi ence here. W
have a |l ot of staff present with us. So, |I'd |like
to start over with Dave. Maybe, if you can, just
stand up and recogni ze -- and introduce yourself.
(No m crophone in the audi ence so

audi o not captured). Al right.
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Thank you very nuch. W have the
A- Team here with us today. And |
want to | want to recogni ze Hannah,
who's this is -- day two, | think,
wth the Md-Atlantic Council. So,
she's new to our team and | ook
forward to working with you as we
take on the issues that we have to
deal wth. So, a couple of things
before we get started.

We have a court reporter who is going to
be taking notes and transcribing our neeting. And
so, if you can, if you can try to speak clearly
into the m crophone this norning, people have mcs
turn this way and that way, if you can really try
hard to lean in and speak clearly into the
m crophone, that's going to help trenendously as
that. For the record, reporter is doing this
virtually. W also have sone people who are
| istening to the webinar right now who are part of
the CCC that are not here. And so, what |I'd |ike

to do, | have the webi nar open on ny screen.
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If you are part, if you are a nenber of
the CCC and you want to ask a question or raise a
comment, if you can, raise your hand on the
webinar, |'ll call on you accordingly. During the
session today, there's going to be an opportunity
for public comment. What | explained this norning
when we had our agenda run through is that as |ong
as tinme allows, I'll go ahead and turn over to the
public for any comments or questions that folks
may have. But if we are pressing up agai nst our
agenda allotted tine, I'mgoing to go ahead and
nove on to the next agenda item And there wl|
be a public comment session at the concl usion of
t he neeti ng.

So, anything that isn't covered during
the session public can engage at 5:00. | really
want to keep us on, on track and on tine. W have
a hard stop today. There is a reception this
evening. And so, we're going to need to wap
things up by 5:00, 5:15-ish or so. So, | want to
keep everybody on target to get that done. Are

there any questions at this point regardi ng how
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we're going to proceed wwth the neeting? Ckay, |
don't see any questions at this tine. So, we're
going to go ahead and start off.

|"mgoing to do a quick introduction to
-- we have a couple of slides prepared as
hi ghlights to the Md-Atlantic Council and the
work that we're doing at the Md-Atlantic Council.
After | go ahead and wal k through this
presentation, I'mgoing to turn things over to
Janet for sone opening comments. And then Kelly
Denit is also going to provide sone comments and
sone remarks as well before we get into the
agenda. So again, we're in this Md-Atlantic
Council. This presentation is a very general --
Is an overview of the work that we're doing here,
hi ghlighting a | ot of the success that we've had
and the topics that were engaged in at this tine.
So' this picture here shows, | was not eating
solid food when the first picture was taken in
1977. But you can see that not a whole | ot has
changed.

We do have a little bit nore diversity
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i n our council than we did back in the '70s, but
that picture was actually taken here in Annapolis
at our neeting in Decenber. W have a really
great crew, and we are represented by seven states
and there are 21 voting nenbers and not -- four
non- voting nenbers of the council. Next slide,
pl ease. So, we manage a lot of different
fisheries. Sone are very commercial centric.
QG hers are recreationally focused. And so, we
have 15 species and seven fishery managenent pl ans
that we work through. One of the keys to our
success has been the work that we've done on a
strategic plan. W update that every five years.
We just got through that process |ast year.

It's a long - the strategic plan is what
gives us our long termvision and, you know,
hi ghl i ghti ng our m ssion and our goals that we
want to achi eve over those five years. Each year
we al so go through what we refer to as our annual
| npl ementation plan. And so, we nake deci sions
prior to the next year as to what we're going to

try to tackle in the com ng year. And the Counci
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has -- we discuss it, you know, there's a | ong
list of things that we want to acconplish and
achieve. And if sonmething is not on that

| npl ementation plan, it's likely that we're not
going to take it on for that year. And so,
there's a ot of discussion about the work that
we're planning for the near term that annual

| npl enmentation plan is sonething we do annual ly.
And it gives us our guidance for the upcom ng
year .

Next slide, please. In the Md-Atlantic,
we have a lot of very inportant conmerci al
fisheries. You can see the nunbers here. W
have, you know, a trenendous anount of jobs and
mllions and mllions and mllions of pounds of
comercial fisheries landed in the Md-Atlantic.
Sone of our key commercial species, our surf clam
and ocean quahog, we have squid fisheries, and our
sumrer flounder fishery is critical to the
commercial industries and the infrastructure
t hroughout the M d-Atlantic.

Next slide. W have little Jason hi dden

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



Counci| Coordi nation Comrittee Vol .1 Page:

18

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

in the mddle of the picture here and we have a
tremendous anmount of really inportant recreational
fisheries as well. Forty-three mllion fishing
trips, 1.6 billion in trip expenses, creating a

| ot of jobs all throughout the Md-Atlantic. Qur
key species that we nmanage recreationally are
sumrer flounder, black sea bass, and scup
fisheries, as well as bluefish. The bluefish
fishery is a coast-wde fishery and for all four
of those species we manage -- the Md-Atlantic
Counci| manages these fisheries jointly with the
Atlantic State's Marine Fisheries Comm ssion,
which is a challenge, you know, when we have a
table this big and then you add the Atlantic
State's Marine Fisheries Commission to it, it even
goes even | onger.

So, there are a lot of nmnagers, a | ot
of people involved in in managi ng those key
recreational fisheries. And there are sone
significant comercial fisheries that are part of
t hose species that we nmanage as well. CQur

Atlantic Surfclamand Ccean Quahogs, the first
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council FMP, which started in 1977, this was -- we
managed this to an ITQ and it was the first I TQ
in the nation at the tine. They're primarily
harvested with hydraulic dredges, and sone of the
recent work that we've been doing is on the
genetics of the surf clam Sone interesting

I nformati on comng fromthat work. And sonething
that we're currently working on, which is a
commercial issue, has to do wth the separation of
both species on the boats is sonetines well, what
we're finding is that these species are starting
to mngle alittle bit nore to -- nore closely,
and it's difficult to sort and separate those

ei ther surf clanms or quahogs on the boat. And
we're working to try to figure out a best way to
do that for the industry. Next slide, please.
Ckay.

Qur summer flounder, scup, and bl ack sea
bass, | nentioned that a little bit already,
agai n, we nanage these cooperatively with the
Atl antic States Marine Fisheries Conmm ssion since

1990. They are both commercially and
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recreationally inportant and the commerci al

I ndustry typically harvest these species with
trawl gear and pots and traps. Ws is one of the
guys who is out there fishing for sea bass with
pots. And if you have any questions about that,
he's a great guy to talk to. Sone of the things
that we're working on regarding this FMP. W have
gone through the process, so we'll probably talk
about it at sone point during the week. But we've
seen sone shifts in stocks regardi ng both sunmer

fl ounder and bl ack sea bass.

Sumrer flounder are tending to nove kind
of north and east away fromthe historical areas
where the fishery was. And the Bl ack Sea bass
fishery is doing nore of an expansion. So, they
haven't really left the area where they were, but
they' re expanding into new areas. So, we took on
sone al |l ocati on di scussions which as you can all
-- as you all know, can be very chall engi ng,
trying to take into consideration sone of these
shifts in stocks and these expansi ons of stocks.

And that was sonething that we took on recently
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and were successful at, nmaking adjustnents to
those allocations for the purposes of dealing with
those shifts and those expansions. Sonething
you' Il | hear about during this week.

W are and | nentioned it this norning,
for those of you who are here this norning, we're
working on a recreational reforminitiative. W
al so are focused on sonet hing, what we were
referring to as a harvest control rule. And what
that is, it's a new way of thinking about how to
manage recreational fisheries using MRIP data and
stock health and condition factoring into the
managenent process. Currently, we just use -- we
| ook at MRIP data and we conpare it to the
projections for next year. W nmake reductions or
we |iberalize dependi ng on what those nunbers | ook
like. This new work takes into consideration the
limtations that we have w th Magnuson, but it
al so is sonething that |'ve been very excited
about which we hope will provide for sone
stability in the recreational fisheries, taking

I nto consideration that stock conponent as well.
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And it's exciting work and we're noving forward,
and we hope to have sonething done pretty soon on
that. And we'll nake sure to get that information
out to all of you when we conplete that work.

"' mnot going to focus too nuch here. |
al ready nentioned the fact that we' ve been --
we' ve made sone adjustnents to our commercial and
recreational allocations based on those shifts.
And the inportant thing here is that the work that
we didis it's a continued |ook. So, each tine an
assessnent's done, there's possibility for those
-- to those nunbers based on what the newest and
the nost up-to-date science tells us about those
stocks. So, it was sonething that we worked on
for a nunber of years, and I'mnot going to go
t hrough the details of that wth you, but if you
have any questions, certainly, |let ne know.

For bl ack sea bass, commercial state
al l ocations again, this was an anendnent that we
focused on agai n, changing and -- changes and
distribution of the black sea bass stock required

that we needed to take a ook -- to take a hard
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| ook at the allocations for black sea bass. And
t he new all ocati ons were based on a conbi nati on of
hi stori cal dependence on the fishery and recent
bi omass di stribution. So again, each tine there's
an updat ed assessnent, we're going to take anot her
hard | ook at that and cone up with a strategy for
how to best maxim ze the harvest of those -- of
that species with the best science that we have.
Next slide, bluefish nentioned that it's one of
our prized recreational fisheries, as well as sone
commercial fishing that that occurs with the
Atl antic bluefish.

W -- this is one of the species that we
have here that's undergoing a rebuilding plan.
And so, we have a seven- year rebuil ding plan,
whi ch was i nplenented just this year. And we are
| ooking at revisions to the commercial and
recreational allocations as well. So, |ot of
all ocation work at the Md-Atlantic over the |ast
few years. And so, there's -- as you know,
there's challenges with that, but it's sonething

that we needed to do. Recreational reform again,
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I's sonmething that we're currently working on with
those four recreationally inportant species, and
we hope to cone to sone conclusions on that in the
near future.

Qur mackerel, squid, and butterfish
fisheries are really very inportant to the
Md-Atlantic. They've been managed since 1978.
And the commercial harvest is caught by m d-water
trawls, other types of outer trawls and small nesh
bottomtrawl. The chub nmackerel and Atlantic
mackerel have al so been harvested recreationally.

So, not only is there a comrerci al
conponent to this, but a recreational conponent as
well. And nackerel is another one of the species
that's al so undergoing a rebuilding plan. So, of
the species of all the species that we nanage, we
have the two bl uefish and nmackerel that are
undergoi ng rebuilding plans. Sonething a little
nore new to the Md- Atlantic, golden tilefish has
been part of our FMP package for a while, but
blueline tilefish is sonething that we've added

just recently, just a few years ago, working with
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the South Atlantic Council and coordinating with
t hem on our managenent of the blueline tilefish
fishery as it shows here was added in 2015.

This is one of the species that's based
on limted data poor -- and you know, we'll get to
tal king about it later. But sone of the concerns
t hat we have, based on what we've heard recently
about cutting back on the anmount of port sanpling
that's going to be taking place throughout the
region is sonething that we're concerned about
because this is a data |limted, we need all the
information we can get. And if we don't get it,
it's going to be very difficult to manage.
There's going to be a ot of uncertainty built
i nto our assessnent of those stocks, and it wll
|l i kely just cause us to have | ower quotas for that
uncertainty. And one of the things that we that,
you know, we did recently was because of the data
poor quality of the golden tilefish and bl ueline
tilefish, we went forward and nmandat ed t hat
recreational permtting and reporting take place.

So, in order to go out and catch these fish, you
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need to get a recreational permt and there's a
reporting requirenent for it.

So, that's been a plus hel ping us
understand a little bit nore about the fisheries
so that we can nmanage it accordingly. Next slide.
Here's a little nore information about the
reporting and permtting program | don't want to
get into too nmany details here, but you can see on
the slide here that, you know, this is significant
data uncertainty. So, we're hoping that this
programw || provide us the information that we
need to better serve our stakehol ders in managi ng
t hese resources.

Spi ny dogfish is another species that we
manage. It's been managed since 2000. And this
Is both a conmercial fishery. [It's very -- it's
limted recreational fishery. But there are sone
peopl e who catch these catch these fish
recreationally. One of the things that we've had
adfficult time with has to do with the MSC
certification issues that we've had.

The spiny dogfish are nostly sent
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overseas to Europe and issues wwth the MC
certification can provide a roadbl ock for that
overseas distribution of these fish. And it's
sonething that we work with the industry very
closely with, and we'll probably hear a little bit
nore about it |later when we tal k about the seafood
section of the agenda.

And finally, | just want to thank all of
our partners, as well as our stakehol ders. W
tried to incorporate as nuch stakehol der
I nformati on and comment as we can throughout our
neeti ngs and t hroughout our commttee neetings and
I n between neetings. And, you know, we really --
we focus on the public and we wel cone public
feedback at all of our neetings. | want to
recogni ze the Atlantic State's Marine Fisheries
Commi ssi on and NOAA Fisheries, also the Md-
Atl antic Council.

We do a |ot of coordination with the --
|'"'msorry, the New England Council. W do a |ot
of coordination with themas well as the U S.

Coast Guard. So, again, thanks to everyone who
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plays a significant role in in our Md-Atlantic
Council, and | can take sonme questions, but we
al so have the A-Team here. |If there's any
question specifically about any of the species
that | nentioned, | mght turn over to staff to
help nme out a little bit. But with that, are
t here any questions, comments? Dave?

MR. W THERELL: Thanks, M. Chairnman.
Not a question, but a comment. | really
appreci ate the presentation. |t was hel pful for
me to understand what's going on in the
Md-Atlantic. Thank you.

CHAIRVAN LU SI:  You're very wel cone.
Thank Mary for putting it all together for us.
And thanks to the fol ks who sent pictures and we
figured we just kind of blur everybody out with a
bunch of nice pictures of fish and get the neeting
started here today. So, anybody -- anyone from
t he audi ence have anything they want to bring up?
Any questions or comments? (Ckay. Seeing none at
this time. What |I'd like to do is pass the baton

over to Janet, who is going to provide sone
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openi ng renarks.

M5. COT: Thank you M ke. Thank you.
It's wonderful to be here and great to see all of
your faces. | look forward to getting to know
everyone. |'ve been able to neet sone of you
yesterday evening or at the RecFish Summt or
Marcos in Puerto Rico and as well, Mguel. But I
hope to spend as nmuch tine as possible present in
this neeting over the next few days and to get to
know all of you. It is a great pleasure. After
starting up nostly virtual just to be together in
person. So, thank you for hosting. | haven't
been to Annapolis for 30 years.

So, as sone of you know, | know Dave
knows | worked in the Senate for al nost 10 years,
the United States Senate for three different
senators from New Engl and. And when | worked
there, | used to cone to Annapolis quite a bit.
And so, it's really wonderful to just wal k around
and sit back in this beautiful, beautiful place.
It rem nds ne sone of Newport or parts of Rhode

Island, but it's historic and unique. And one of
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the fun things about this job that I have m ssed
out on is the opportunity to travel around and to

get to see people. And as Yogi Berra said, "You
can see a lot by looking". And | always feel |ike
| don't have that tangi ble connection to the work
we do unless | get out and see the places, see the
ports, neet people. So, this neeting is
particularly neaningful to ne.

| also worked for three Governors in ny
| ast role as the head of the Rhode Island
Depart nent of Environnental Mnagenent. | was the
| ongest serving person ever in that political
rol e, and one of those Governors was G na
Rai nondo. And you can connect the dots. So, she
Is the Secretary of Comrerce. | amin touch with
her reqularly. She is very interested in what
we're doing. She's interested in the job. She's
i nterested in how we handl e of fshore wi nd. She
gets a lot of calls from Senators and House
Menbers and is in close touch. So, | think
besi des ny experience, |'malways going to think,

what? Wat is this? Wat is the role of the
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state? What is the role of the territories? Wat
is the role of the tribes? And | conme fromthat
background, but I'malso in close touch with the
Secretary of Commerce. And | think that's an
asset or sonething that | bring to this role,
maybe uniquely. So, | want to commend the CCC.
l'"'mvery sorry that we didn't get to Monterey, but
for working very hard virtually and again, just
really thrilled to be participating in this
neeting. So, our work together, you know, many of
you, there's centuries of experience in this room
So, I'mgoing to go over sone of ny priorities and
t houghts. But |'meager to also listen to and

| earn fromyou throughout nmy entire tenure here at
NOAA Fi sheri es.

Qur work together is so consequenti al
and inportant and it's at a really chall enging
time, | think. |If there were ever easy fisheries
| ssues, there aren't anynore. So, | just commend
all of you for the way that you tackle these
I ssues and the hard work together. It's critical

for our food security, and we're tal ki ng about
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food, we're tal king about subsistence, we're
tal ki ng about culture. W're tal king about the
wel | being and quality of |ife for fol ks out
casting a line and we're obviously talking about
j obs and the econony, working waterfronts. So,
what we're doing is so tangible and inportant to
Anericans and to households as well as being a big
part of the econony of comrercial and recreational
fishing.

So, as we begin today, | want to
acknow edge your critical role and al so, the
| nportance of Magnuson- Stevens Act, and we were
tal king | ast ni ght about |osing a | egend,
Representati ve Don Young, one of the original
aut hors of that act, who worked -- and | was
saying | testified in front of House Natural
Resources the day before he died on that plane
trip. But he was also there when | worked on the
Hi Il 35 years ago and before that. So, | just
want to acknow edge his role and contri butions and
the | oss of soneone who's been such a giant in the

fisheries world. And also, just comend the
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brilliance of the Magnuson- Stevens Act, which
allows for regional differences. It allows for
peopl e who are very know edgeabl e to be engaged
for public engagenent. And the 10 Nati onal

St andards are you know what you pl edge to uphol d
but are often in conflict or require bal anci ng.

So, as | look to those 10 standards and
t hi nk about the way optimumyi el ds and reducing --
m ni m zi ng bycatch of coastal conmunities, | just
again think that this is difficult work and com ng
into it and hearing all sorts of perspectives and
then trying to bal ance these National Standards.
And that's what we're striving to do.

A couple of things on ny mnd right off
the bat, and I'mgoing to get a little nore deeply
into them But one is that work that we're doing
around climate. | nean, climate change is
constantly on nmy mnd. And honestly, | felt |ike
| nost tangibly heard about climate change from
fi shermen who were seeing, you know, species show
up in Rhode Island waters that hadn't been there

before or that hadn't been harvested at conmerci al
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| evel s before. And even during ny past 25-plus
years in Rhode |sland, there's been significant
changes in what's | anded commercially and what is
caught recreationally or -- and so, | just want to
commend to you that addressing those chall enges
there a franework for this adm nistration.

They drive a I ot of our thinking and the
wor k that you're doing, the scenario planning and
sonme of the decisions that the North Pacific has
made in terns of | ooking at recruitnent and
predi cting the need to reduce | andings. | nean,
all of you in different ways are dealing with this
I ssue and | know we're going to get into it nore,
but that's sonmething | really think during ny tine
how we grapple with ecosystem changes. Jon Hare
and Kelly Denit and | were just talking. They're
not all -- always negative. You know, we want to
plan for fish that are shifting and distributions
that are changing energing fisheries as well as
for the nost vul nerable species. But that is a
forenpost issue on ny m nd.

Seaf ood, we'll talk nore about a
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nati onal seafood strategy. That's sonething
Secretary Rainondo is really interested in and was
when she was Governor; pronoting seafood

mar keti ng, seafood, underutilized species and how
we m ght nmake better use of themand how we -- |

t hi nk one of the things on ny mnd there is, what
Is the role of NOAA in ternms of supporting all the
work that, the good work, that's going on at a
state level or at other levels in ternms of
supporting our seafood and pronoting that is
sustai nably harvested and pronoting that it
supports |l ocal businesses and local famlies and
wor ki ng waterfronts.

And then equity and environnent al
justice. | know that you' ve done sone work on
this, and I commend that. Samhas identified a
t eam of people who've worked really hard on this
strategy, a draft strategy that we roll ed out
recently was going to tal k nore about those
| ssues. But there's things they are -- that's an
area where | would |ike to see each of the

Councils identify and take on chall enges and do
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nore to both increase representation, to increase
access, and to consider system c issues that
ei ther shut people out or have had ram fications
over the years in terns of equity and opportunity
and as well as data gaps. And | could -- | won't
go, but | think it's sonething that each of you
have ideas on and I'd Iike to see each of the
Counci | s take on.

You probably saw | ast week we announced
-- there's so much good work, let ne just stop and
say | have been here for 10 nonths and people Iike
Sam and Kelly, and M ke, and Jenny, and all the
people in this room \What a wonderful group of
brilliant, experienced people. And | want to
t hank you all for supporting ne over the |ast 10
nmonths as |'ve done this work. And just endorse
the partnership that we have working with the
staff at NOAA, the Council Executive Drectors and
the Council Menbers, is really core to how we get
this done. So, thank you.

So, last week we announced -- the reason

| just did that riff was because | just think
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there's so nuch good work com ng out of NOAA
Fi sheries. And we've talked to Kate Naughten is
here from Conmuni cati ons and she's our Conms
Director. She also happens to live in Annapolis.
So, it's an easy commute for her today. But we
talk a | ot about are we conmuni cating well enough
about the science, about the work we do? So, |
hope you saw that | ast week we announced both the
status of the stocks as well as the fisheries of
the US Studies. And we tried to get sone good
press around all of that information. You have
all made trenendous progress. And those of you
who' ve been in this for decades, the status of the
stocks report we held steady, which | think, given
all the stresses, is a positive, with nore than 90
percent of the stocks not subject to overfishing
and 80 percent not overfished. The nunber of
stocks on the overfishing list also held steady at
26, and the nunber of overfished stocks slightly
I ncreased to 51, up from 49.

So, obviously, we have a |lot of work to

do, but | think just hol ding steady denonstrates
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progress right now. And our other flagship
report, Fisheries of the U S., revealed that in
2020, landings for fish in the U S were down 10
percent and overall seafood consunption decreased
slightly fromthe previous year to 19 pounds per
person. So first, given the pandemc, we weren't
surprised to see the decline in landings. | know
what we experienced at the tinme, | was the head of
DEM i n Rhode Island, but, you know, trenendous
drop off in trade and with the restaurants all
closed. You know, it was, yeah, really
devastating for a tine.

The slight decline in the anount of
seaf ood that people are consum ng per person and
that's sonmet hing we're hopi ng our seafood
strategy. W're excited about it not just because
It supports commercial fisheries, but also,
because wth a clinmate change and di srupti ons,
we'd just like to see nore food supporting |ocal
coastal communities. And so, we'd |ike to work
generically on the nessage about why seafood is

heal thy, why it's the protein with a | ower
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gr eenhouse gas footprint, why it can be part of
I ncreasing resilience in a comunity.

So, ny first 10 nonths have been | argely
virtual. It's been very difficult for ne, I'man
extrovert, to work with people that |I never net.
And so, | still feel very nuch like |I'm at
start-up. There's a very steep |earning curve,
and it's been nice for ne to spend sone tinme wth
Chris Adiver. | think he did a really great job
inadifficult circunstance and he's been in touch
with ne and it's always nice to have a coll eague
that you can let your hair down with. So, | just
want to acknow edge the work that he did as the AA
and that he's been very supportive. And | think
one of the things that attracts ne to this work
and to what | see and perceive with the Councils
is that in a world that is very shrill and divided
at tinmes, you really do conme together and sort
t hrough a I ot of conplex issues, hear fromthe
public, agree to disagree, work through to a
consensus or a majority vote in a way that | think

Is really adm rable.
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Ri ght now, we are returning to work in
person. | don't think |I've been at one of these
events where afterwards we don't hear about a few
positives. So, sorry to say that, but really
supporting the staff at NOAA Fisheries as people
return back to the office and we sort of sort
through this hybrid environment. | always think
it's difficult for the people who are
participating, who aren't in the room |It's one
of the challenges that we all have right now in
our respective sectors. And so, it's sonething
I'"'mvery m ndful of because |'m concerned about
norale. People certainly work harder and are nore
noti vated when they're feeling good about their
work. You want to have a safe, supportive
envi ronnent, and many people, for a variety of
reasons, are nervous about com ng back.

| want to highlight sone of the
| eadership changes. He had to go to a Sci ence
Advi sory Board neeting. But many of you know Jon
Hare, who has stepped in while Francisco Werner is

acting Head of Cceanic and At nospheric Research at
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NOAA.  Jon Hare cone from our New Engl and Sci ence
Center, and is stepping in, alnobst seam essly, as
the Chief Scientist here at NOAA Fisheries. So,

pl ease, spend tinme with him And you'll hear from
himlater. John Kurland is our newest Regi onal
Head here from Al aska. So, thank you, John, for
traveling to be here. He's no stranger to NOAA

Fi sheries, a 31l-year veteran. But Ji m Bal siger
was there for 21 years. So, it's a big transition
for the Alaska program And John Kurland has
spent a lot of tinme just nmaking sure that he goes
travels and -- travels around Al aska and neets
peopl e and i ntroduces hinself in his new role.

And | plan to get up there a couple of tines this
sumrer and do that with John. Barry Thomis not
here. He, of course, was our wonderful Western
Regional Head. And | think all of you know, Ryan
Wil ff, he's here representing the Western Regi on,
but Sam -- Scott Runsey is acting right now. And
as Samworks to fill that position, sone of you' ve
been on calls.

There's a couple of new people in our
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political team Zach Penney, again, those of you
fromthe Western Region may know Zach fromhis
work on the Colunbia River or his Uncle Sam Penny.
So, he has a |l ot of expertise on salnon. He's a
menber of the Nez Perce Tribe, and he is working
on both tribal issues and fisheries issues for
NOAA, and a really valued nenber of the team And
t hen Adena Lei bman, who Rick and Eric probably
remenber, worked for many years for Senator
Shel don Whi t ehouse on fisheries issues. She's a
smart | awer who has been involved in fisheries
for many, many years. She has cone on the teamto
help us with offshore wind and i s working al nost
full time on offshore wind issues. And believe
nme, we need nore firepower in that area. And I
al so just wanted to acknow edge Merrick Burden,
who is also even newer than | am so as a new
Executive Director. Wlcone, Mrrick, who's at
the table here for the first tine,.

We, | nentioned the status of U. S,
Fisheries. W are doing that in a nore

user-friendly way. W know it's a | agging report
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and we hope to very quickly get the 2021 Report
up. But we have reworked it in a way that is nore
user friendly and available online. And we'd I|ike
to see that be a |iving docunent that is not
al ways a couple of years behind. So, we're
wor king on that. But do check out the 2020
version that's on that website as well as the
status, stock status, and the fisheries of the
U S. and Earth \Wek.

W nmade a coupl e ot her announcenents |
just wanted to commend to you. One was D sMAP.
It is atool to visualize stock shifts. It's
based on our survey data over a period of years.
It's very user friendly. |It's very cool. You can
see how stocks have either expanded, shifted,
contracted over a period of years. | think it
hel ps visualize sone of the work that you're doing
Wi th the scenario planning or that the Wst Coast
has been doing and people are pretty excited about
it, and I amone of them W also, after a |ot of
work by the folks in our science centers, put out

for public comment the regional action plans for
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all the regions, that clinmate action plans as
wel |, we al so announced a new ability that NOAA
researchers have to provide up to a year's advance
notice on mari ne heatwaves to try to give people
time to react. And hopefully, this is the kind of
thing that we hope to do with our science is, be
nore predictive so that people can plan their
I nvestnents and their activities know ng - having
a better sense of what is to cone. So again,
hel ping to get those tools and that kind of
I nformation out to people and | et us know your
f eedback and hopefully that they're useful to you.
So, just alittle bit nore about ny
priorities. And you know, that the core work of
NOAA Fisheries will go on under ny | eadership and
under ny successors or the people that cane before
me. You know, the work we're doing around
sust ai nabl e fisheries, protected resources,
habitat conservation is critical and core to our
mssion. W also -- you'll notice in our 2022
Priorities Docunent organizational excellence and

trying to inprove our custoner service, inprove
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our systens. Kelly and her team have been working
with ne on the fishery disaster process. | was
tal king to sone of you about it this norning. Can
we make it nore efficient? Yes, we can neke it
nore efficient and nore transparent. And it wll
be nore equitable and nore useful if we can neke
it nore efficient and transparent. So,

organi zati onal excellence is sonething | want to
work on day in and day out. And part of custoner
service is really having clear, predictable,
reliable regulations. And I've heard fromKitty
and ot hers about frustration, about how | ong
things take. And | definitely hear that. And
when | have processes that you can count on nobving
along in a tinely way.

So, a bit nore about -- the priorities |
have, we have all got to serve sonebody. They're
the adm nistration's priorities. They're the
Secretary's priorities. They're Dr. Spinrad's
priorities, and they're ny priorities. But they
nmake perfect sense to ne. So, one is our work

around climate change, and we'll get a lot nore
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into that. But clearly, the science that we do
and the need for additional stock assessnents, the
need to support our science, to grow our Sscience,
to do nore science in data poor areas, you know,
that is foundational to our work on climte
change. Having said that, science is a process.

There's no reason not to take action
now. There's no reason not to nmake deci si ons now
towards better governance and nmanagenent in the
face of climate change. So, we want to both
pronot e having additi onal science in our clinate,
ecosystens, and fisheries initiative, but also
press you to keep doing the work that you're doing
Wi th the science and the tools that you have now
to predict and forecast and nmanage in a tinme when
there is significant change.

O fshore wind is consum ng nore of ny
time than any other issue for a nunber of reasons.
And one is that it's a priority for this
admnistration. And the pace and the anbition of
30 gigawatts by 2030 is putting a trenendous

pressure on NOAA, the states and, of course, the
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fishing community and coastal conmuniti es.

So, working to nmake sure that we are
living up to our m ssion; stewardship, protecting
mari ne resources, |ooking out for fisheries and
coastal comunities and the people that depend on
them while trying to neet a very anbitious pace
on the | easing approval. And ultimately, the
construction of these |arge offshore wind projects
Is a very, very consumng and a high priority for
this adm nistration. Again, the casual
conversations are so val uable sonetinmes. As
val uable or nore as the neetings. But we were
tal ki ng | ast ni ght about, for instance, the
Paci fi c Coast having a chance to |learn from sone
of the | essons that we have | earned al ready
painfully on the Atlantic. And in the Atlantic,
we're trying to keep noving and nove forward with
a crushi ng workl oad, increase our staffing, work
with BOEM on policies to avoid, mnimze,
mtigate, conpensate so that we can have offshore
wi nd energy, which of course, reduces dranatically

t he greenhouse gas em ssions from our energy
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sector in a way that is consistent with healthy
ecosystens and commercial and recreational fishing
and the vitality of our coastal conmunities.
That's a big challenge. W w il talk about it

nor e.

The Atlantic Coast has been the
epicenter, but it's comng to the Gulf, it's
comng to the Pacific and being smart, using the
authorities that we have now to the best of our
abilities, and working together on offshore w nd
wll continue to be a |arge focus of mne and
sonet hing Secretary Rai nondo feels particularly
strong about, because Rhode Island has the first
of fshore wwnd farm the Block Island Wnd Farm
wWith just five turbines. But we also were in
Rhode | sl and, you know, part of the process for
siting and approving the first two maj or w nd
farnms in federal waters, Vineyard Wnd and
Sout hwark. So, it's a place where we have sone
experience to bring to bear and al so, sone scars.

So, that's a big focus and it's part of

the climate change franmework. It's not sonething
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that our authorizing legislation is well prepared
for in terms of MSA or other statutes, don't
really contenplate offshore wind that we're using
all the authorities and our responsibility.
Essential Fish Habitat, Marine Mammal Protection
Act, ESA, NEPA. A lot of work for the regulatory
folks trying to use our authorities and our -- and
a bully pulpit and the rel ationships we build and
all that we can to nake this be sonething that 50
years from now we don't benpan the way sone of us
do sone of the dans that are bl ocking the
mgratory fish runs that aren't doing well, we
don't want to have renewabl e energy at the expense
of fisheries. Enough said on that.

The seafood strategy. Seafood
conpetitiveness, really excited about working on
that and getting your input and thinking uniquely
about what are the roles of Councils on that.

Sone of the issues that have cone up at the
roundt abl es about you know, trade tariffs and
wor ki ng waterfronts nmay be things that we can hel p

wWith, but we're jurisdiction and authority is
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el sewhere. And then there's things that are
really core to what we do and what you do about
supporting economc vitality and diversity within
the fishing industry and then equity and

envi ronnent al justice.

And again, we'll talk nore about that,
but that's sonething very nmuch on ny mnd every
day and work that was begun before | got here.
That was one of the first executive orders that
Presi dent Biden issued was around climte change
and then equity and environnental justice. But
Sam and his teamand all of you had al ready been
wor ki ng on those issues.

Dr. Spinrad |likes to tal k about the new
bl ue econony. For us, that's a very old
prof ession, old blue econony. But in general,
| ooki ng at how our science and how our work can
support investnents and sustainable jobs is a
focus from Secretary Rai nondo on down. And a | ot
of the comments that we'll hear about that wll be
around the regulatory environnent as well as see

the need for inproved science to nmake sure that
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we' re maki ng good decisions. | guess I'll wap
up.

Let ne see if there's anything nore |
wanted to nention. Yeah, actually, | wll wap
up, | prom se you. Just the work on threatened
endangered species is always very, very difficult.
And probably, that's another issue |I've spent a
good share of ny tinme on has been North Atlantic
Ri ght whales as well actually, as endangered, and
t hreat ened sal non. And when we think about
climte change being here now, | always think
about the drought conditions, in particular in
California, and how challenging they are in
situations where we already had significant
chal | enges to recover, to reconnect river habitat,
to recover threatened and endangered species. So,
that's an area where so often the work that you're
doing intersects with threats and things outside
of our control.

So, all we can do is work on the things
that are in our control. But |I would |ike, as

best we possibly can, in regard to conflicts
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bet ween traps and vertical |ines and North
Atlantic Right whal es, other places where we have
fishing conflicts with threatened and endangered
species to be as creative and i nnovative as we
possi bly can to both support and sustain the
fishing industry while we work to reduce threats
and recover threatened endangered species. So, |
expect to spend a lot of tinme on that. And those
| ssues are often in the floor as part of a
political controversy. So, with everything we do,
| just think if we can be honest and explain the
| egal authorities under which we work, the
constraints we have, the information we're using
and how that supports the decisions we're naking,
at |l east we can have respectful conversations even
W th people who disagree with us.

And so, | think the work on i nproving
data collection heard a lot at the RecFish Summ t
about frustrations with MRIP on el ectronic
noni toring work that supports accountability. |
think it hel ps us denonstrate our responsibilities

In the area that you that you work on.
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So, I'lIl just close by saying, you know,
| think that Anmerica leads the world in terns of
our sustainable fisheries managenent. | want to
support the science that underpins it. And | want
to support, you know, ny staff here at NOAA
Fi sheries and the incredible collaboration we have
with all of you, a great respect and gratitude for
peopl e |i ke you.

They're putting your tinme and energy
into this work. It's so inportant and it's
fascinating. And we're really privileged to be in
the position that we are, it matters a lot to
people. So, thank you, and I'mrooting you on in
terms of your scenario planning and all of the
climate change work. And doing that in a
proactive way | think wll help set the stage for
good deci sion nmaking and if anything, just want to
press forward on that. So, we'll tal k about that
nore, too. But thank you, all, again. | |ook
forward to sone of the side conversations where we
can delve into these issues and hear sone nore of

your ideas and experience. Thank you.
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CHAIRVAN LU SI: Al right. Thank you,
Janet, for your opening remarks. Before |I turn
over to Kelly for a presentation, does anyone have
any comments or questions at this tinme for Janet?
Dave?

MR WTHERELL: It's not a question, but
| have an observation that | wanted to nmake and
share with you, Ms. Coit. First, you referred to
the Councils as partners, and | appreciate that
because in previous adm nistrations we've been
consi dered to be stakeholders. And | think
t hi nki ng of the Councils as partners is a real
positive nove.

Secondly, you nentioned comruni cati on,
| mprovi ng conmuni cation with the Councils and not
all the Council's staff have noaa.gov enmails. And
those of us that do really appreciate your weekly
emails, the nonthly highlights. And | would nmake
a suggestion that maybe you expand t hat
di stribution to include other Councils, and
especially, nmenbers of the CCCif not all council

menbers, because the information i s positive news
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and sonetines, we need to hear that. So, thank
you for your presentation.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  Ckay. Thanks, Dave.

M5. COT: Thank you. And yeah, | do.
| think being optimstic and sharing successes and
bei ng positive is sonmething that we could do nore
of. But | take that to heart. Thank you for the
suggesti on.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI: Yeah, and again, and
t hank you for your for your update and di scussion.
| think our agenda falls very well in line wth
sone of the comments that you nmade. And so, we
| ook forward to continuing those discussions in
nore detail on sone of the issues that you brought
up as priorities for this admnistration. So,
t hanks again. |I'mgoing to go next to Kelly
Denit, who's the Director of NOAA's O fice of
Sust ai nabl e Fi sheri es.

Kelly has a presentation for us, and
we'll see what time we have at the end of that
presentation before we take a quick break. And

again, if anyone on the webinar would like to
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raise their hand if they have a question, if you
remenber the CCC and you have sonething you' d like
to offer after Kelly does their presentation,
certainly, raise your hand and I'll call on you.
And Kelly, you and | spoke, | want to kind of
| eave it up to you if you want to stop along the
way rather than going through everything at once,
it's totally up to you, just do whatever you feel
confortable with. And then we'll go around the
room and see if people have comments or questions.
It's all you.

M5. DENIT: Sounds great, M. Chair.
Thank you. Can everybody hear ne okay? All
right, great. Well, thank you all for your
f eedback in advance of this presentation. | wll
try to hit the questions that fol ks had submtted
tous as | go through. 1 like to think of this
presentation as the potpourri category, and we're
starting out with the $1, 000 question, which is
el ectronic nonitoring. They gave ne the renote
control here, too. So, we're going to cover a

series of topics. The information law in EM as
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wel | as an update on the national standard
techni cal working groups, BSIA and then Executive
Order 13921, and then the Recusals. And so again,
if I mss any of the questions that I'Il provide

I n advance, just let nme know. But I'mgoing to
try and hit themas | go through. Ckay.

Let's start with the nouthful here. W
got the applying infornmation law to el ectronic
noni toring data and supporting guidance in U S
Fisheries. Try to say that five tinmes fast wwth a
Jolly Rancher in your nouth. Al right. Nobody's
| aughing. We got sone nore work to do. Ckay.
Thank you, Liz. Appreciate that.

kay, so I'mgoing to do ny best to step
everybody through this. | want to start with the
f eedback that you all very kindly provided to us
| ast sumer, and then | will update you on kind of
I npl enentation. 1'mgoing to step you through the
table that was in the draft directive that | think
hopefully will clarify a nunber of the issues that
were raised as part of the feedback.

So first, we got a nunber of questions
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around what information fromEMw I| be rel eased
in terns of video, still inmages, et cetera. So,
we have gone through the directive to try and nake
that nore clear, and I'll touch on this a little
bit nore in the next slide. But the short version
Is we don't expect to be pulling still imges from
video and we don't anticipate to be releasing raw
vi deo unless certain thresholds are hit. These
next two bullets are really tightly connect ed.
There was a nunber of comments related to scope
and the questions around why were we including
third-party references and gui dance around third
parties. And of course, that's because we have a
nunber of prograns that are |ooking at that type
of nodel where a third party, whether it's an
el ectronic nonitoring service provider or sone
other entity, is serving as a third party to
provide that electronic nonitoring service.

So, we have gone through to try to nmake
that nore clear. |In particular, there were
comments around when does EM data becone a federal

record. So, when does it actually becone the
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agencies? And then a different set of rules apply
conpared to when it's not. There's al so questions
around who is actually submtting the information.
Is it the fishing vessels or the service provider?
And of course, it alittle bit depends on the
program but in sone cases, it is going to be the
third party who is the submitter of the

I nformati on on behal f of an individual fishing
vessel ?

There was questions around
applicability, but we wanted to nmake it very cl ear
that this procedural directive does not apply to
scientific research, and it does not apply to
pil ot studies that the agency is not a part of.
And then there were al so sone comrents around
access to that data by the third party, which |
think I will touch on here in this next table that
"Il get to here in a second. |In terns of next
steps, you should have all received this guidance
from Sam | ast week in your in your inboxes. So,
it is finalized and out, and everyone is asked as

part of their council process for those who are
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wor ki ng on EM prograns to take this into account
as they're finalizing those. And for those who
have EM prograns to think about howit's
appl i cabl e and nake any revisions that are needed
as part of that.

Ckay. So, I'mgoing to -- oh, okay. I'm
going to use the T because honestly, | think
getting into all of the does not apply gets really
confusing. So, |I'mgoing to step through where
this applies and hopefully that will provide
enough clarity for folks. But if you have
questions, please, chinme in. GCkay. So first, FRA
the federal records act, MSA 402 everybody knows
that their confidentiality requirenents and then
of course, FO A, which I think everybody knows
what that stands for. So, for NOAA fisheries, al
three of those statutes apply to raw EM dat a t hat
Is the agency's. Right? And so, one of the first
guestions that | nentioned was coments that we
got around the when does data actually becone a
federal record for the agency? And that is when

the agency receives it in order to nake a
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decision. And so, while a lot of the questions
were around third party and so, in those cases,
|"mjust going to use a specific exanple because |
think it helps clarify. If the agency is | ooking
at one haul in one video that one haul m ght
beconme the federal record if the agency is using
that as part of its audit to ensure that that
service provider is neeting the standards that we
have established in that EM program |s everybody
sufficiently confused now? Geat. So that is how
that would work. And hopefully, we have nade t hat
clear in the policy directive so that everyone's
on the sane page about where sone of those |ines
are, because that was one of the main questions
that we got in terns of scope.

And so, I'mgoing to go down the T
there, the 402(b) in terns of when that
confidentiality applies. So, we do expect, and we
do have obligations to ensure that EM data is
confidential consistent with Magnuson, even if
it'"s with a contractor that the agency is using

directly or wth another party that we're using to
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hel p us, whether that's the federal financi al

assi stance recipient, that's where we woul d have
that. In terns of fishing industry, so now, we're
tal ki ng about contracts between industry and an EM
servi ce provider.

In those cases, that is going to be up
to the industry participants and the contractor
that they're negotiating wwth to determ ne, and
I deally include, confidentiality requirenents. W
won't be dictating that, but we will have the
expectation that any programthat a Council is
passing is going to include that a service
provi der woul d neet the Magnuson confidentiality
requirenments as part of their standards for the
third party. And again, hopefully, that is clear
for folks and let's see | will touch on just a
coupl e of the does not apply in particular | point
you to footnote four and footnote five here on
this table in the sense that going back to that
concept of when does data becone a federal record,
if the data is not on NOAA's system then in all

i kelihood it is not going to be covered by the
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Federal Records Act or FO A

It's only when the agency takes that
record as part of its decision nmaking that then
those other thresholds are triggered, and it falls
Into that top category where all of the statutes
apply. GCkay. And then |'ve got another slide on
specifically the nonitoring third party
performance. |'ve already touched on this a
little bit. So, of course, that authority is
established in the generation of the program
Sorry, |I've got to turn two things here. And so,
as | nentioned, when we're nonitoring third party
performance in terns of ensuring that service
provider is hitting the quality standards that the
Counci | has established as part of their program
that is when the agency m ght be having renote
access to those EM data, and we woul d need the
ability to be able to access that data at the tine
that we actually use that information for our
deci sion making. And again, this is the exanple
that mght be only a single haul. It mght not be

the entire video of an entire trip that the agency
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woul d use as part of that decision nmaking. And
then the third party is responsible for keeping
the original data consistent with the data
retention requirenents that were out in our other
policy that I think we spoke about |ast summer.

Access to and use of EMinformation.
Thi s was anot her area where there was a nunber of
coments, | think just a couple of main points
here. The first is that any of the records that
do cone in can be used by our agency for any of
our statutory obligations in terns of our actions
as nmanagers and regul at ors.

The second is there was a | ot of concern
about access to the video and how that woul d be
shared even internally. And so, we wanted to nake
clear that even if it's NOAA Fisheries enpl oyee or
anot her federal agency there, depending again on
what we're looking at, it could be that they are
required to sign nondi scl osure agreenents as part
of their ability to access our confidential data.
And finally, yes, analysts, if they do observe an

event that would potentially trigger off the |aw
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enforcenent investigation or engagenent by U S.
Coast Guard, we will pass that information on, for
exanple, if there's harassnent of observers,
harassnent of Marine Manmmal s. Those are things
that we would pass forward to our Ofice of Law
Enforcenent. So, here is just kind of a sumary
of the nost recent policies and how they all kind
of nest together.

Of course, your main contact is Brett
Al ger and Laura Keeling for comments or questions,
but | think I'll go piece by piece if that's okay
with you, Chair. And happy to take any questions
on the EMpart. I'll do ny best to answer it. |
tried to cramit into nmy head here in the |ast
coupl e of days.

CHAIRVAN LU SI: Al right. Thanks,
Kelly. Any questions, Bill?

MR. TWEIT: Thanks, M. Chair, and
t hanks, Kelly. Really good wal kt hrough on that.
And t hank you so nuch for, how you work to try to
really accommodate, | think, a fair nunber of

di sparate needs regarding this, given that this is
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a really new ground for all of us in a |lot of

ways. And given as well, the potential effect
that sone of these requirenents can have, both on
cost of the programto the participants, as well
as their support for the program And |'m
wondering if you're considering sone form of sort
of formal | ook at how well it's working, how well

I npl ementing this directive is working after a
coupl e of years of experience so that if sonething
sone parts of this aren't going to fit well.

Well, I'mjust saying, even though I
think you' ve done a great job of trying to set it
up and antici pated as many of the problens that we
saw as possible, because this is so new, |'msure
that sonme parts of this aren't going to fit really
well. And it seens to ne that having a process in
pl ace or an expectation that will try and do
really tinely fixes to those is pretty critical.
And so, |I'mwondering if you' ve got sone sort of
after a year, after two years, we're going to take
we're going to check in with all the Councils,

find out howit's working and see if there's
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anything that needs to be fixed and nmake that a
priority. Because if there's nmajor problens, it
wi || erode.

As you well know, it will erode both
st akehol ders support, which is critical to
successful EMinplenentation as well as could
really affect costs, and that's equally critical.
So, but again, thank you. |It's a great starting
point. | don't hear it as a criticismof your
initial decisions nore just trying to think down
t he road.

M5. DENIT: Yeah. No, | understood
Bill, and certainly, appreciate that feedback.
And | know that, you know how nuch we tried to
bal ance both this information | aw aspect as wel |
as the cost aspect when we were devel oping the
record retention requirenents and setting bounds

around how | ong raw vi deo does have to be kept or

not. So, yeah, | appreciate that. And yes, we do
actually, | believe any of our docunents that are
in, 1"'mgoing to nerd out here in our policy

directive system There is a specific tinmefranme
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under which we review the policies. | forget what
it is off the top of ny head, whether it's three
years or five years.

So, certainly, there will be an
opportunity to kick the tires. And | have no
doubt that if this is not working, that all of you
will et nme know that or you will let Brett know
that, and then we'll have sone follow up
conversations on places that we m ght need to nake
sone adjustnents as we're goi ng through. Because
yeah, we're all going to be | earning about this
together. So, understand that there m ght need to
be sone adjustnents down the road.

(Recess)

CHAI RVAN LUl SI:  Ckay, Any ot her
comrents or questions, Tom Ni es?

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chair. Thank
you for the presentation, Kelly. Reading the
docunent, it says that access may be granted to
state agencies for enforcenent of the FMP or FMP
enforcenent, presumably. | guess the question is,

does that only nean the FMP that is inplenenting
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the nonitoring programand are there other state
agencies that may request and may be granted
access, which does not appear to be covered in the
policy directive?

M5. DENIT: | amnot 100 percent sure
about the answer to your question, Tom | am
fairly certain that that is talking specifically
about the JEAs that NOAA has with the state
enforcenment fol ks, but whether it would be
specific to only the specific FMP that is
| npl enenting the requirenents of the EM program or
woul d be nore broad, |let ne get back to you.

CHAIRVAN LU SI:  Ckay. Thank you. Any
ot her questions around the table? GCkay seeing
none at this tine, Kelly, if you want to go ahead.

M5. DENIT: Absolutely. Al right. So
next up, we're going to tal k about the Nati onal
St andards Techni cal Wrking Goups and Best
Scientific Information Avail able. These are
topics that we've tal ked about with you all
before. And |I'm |l ooking forward to Tom and

Kitty's questions after | get through these next
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two slides. So, subgroup one is reference points.
This is our technical guidance to | ook at
guidelines for the estimation of FMSY and our

pr oxy.

And |'msorry, but | guess we're having
two things going. Which you all know | nean,
these are the determnation criteria. This is the
backbone of our fishery nmanagenent decisions. And
so, we've been working on pulling together advice
that | ooks at how to estimate our FMB and their
proxies for those fisheries where we can't
estimate FMSY and BMSY directly. At this point,
the main area that is -- that work that is
continuing is on data limted situations as well
as the area of reference points when there's
changes.

So, essentially, if there's prevailing
condi tions that have changed, there's a range of
advice that's out there and our fol ks are trying
to pull that together to provide in this docunent.
So, | know that this is one that everyone has been

anxiously awaiting for. And | am-- all | can
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tell you is that it's still in process, and | hope
that we will have it soon. But | don't want to
give you a specific tinme since we've given you two
specific tinmes before and haven't net either one
of those.

Subgroup three, this is our data [imted
techni cal guidance. You all reviewed this |ast
year, provided a nunber of thoughtful comrents to
us. In the fall, we provided an update. This one
Is very close to getting over the finish line. W
expect to have it finalized by this fall. | think
that you will see that it has not changed
substantially fromthe draft that you saw
previ ously.

And one other point that | wanted to
make about it. Ch what -- there it is, it just
flewright back in, that, of course, there's
not hi ng that precludes the Councils from noving
forward with trying to take advantage of sone of
the advice that we've provided in the draft of
| ooking at different approaches, in particular for

data poor stocks. And of course, |'m happy to
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tal k nore about that with any of you, and I'll do
ny best to answer any questions. But we do expect
to have that one finalized by this fall.

Next was BSIA.  So, congratulations, to
everybody on the next slide who got theirs done in
time. You might recall that this was a procedural
directive that we put out back in 2019 in order to
provi de nore transparency and clarity around that
scientific information. And when that -- those
deci sions happen, in particular as it relates to
the status determ nations for various stocks, we
gave each region center council group three years
to cone up with that franmework. And the idea was
to identify rules, have it be publicly avail abl e,
provi de a general overview of your process so that
everyone could be on the sane page, and maki ng
sure that framework overall is ensuring that our
deci sions are using that best scientific
i nformati on avail abl e.

And so, | believe you all had asked for
an update by region on where each regional

framework was. So quickly, I wll just step
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through it. The New England and Md-Atlantic
Council are done as of last summer. The

Sout heast, all of the South Atlantic, Gl f and
Cari bbean Council are still in the process of
review ng their frameworks. West Coast and North
Pacific just finished theirs. And so, those are
done as of May. Western Pacific is still in
review, and Atlantic HVS has also finalized their
BSI A franework. And so, that's that next topic.
|'d be happy to answer Kitty and Tonml s questions
and anybody el se.

CHAIRVAN LU SI:  Kitty?

M5. SIMONDS: Just nmaking a comment is
that we just received the draft fromthe region
and center. And so, what was m ssing was
I nformati on about how the SSC shoul d be invol ved.
And so, we're going back and forth on that,
because when they wote it, well, | guess it was
done differently in all parts of the country. And
for ours, they decided to develop it on their own.
And both the regions, et cetera, and then give it

to us. So, |I'mnot sure when we're going to be.
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Probably the SSC and the Council will have to
reviewit, so we won't be finished until this
sunmer .

CHAI RVAN LU SI: Okay. Thanks, Kitty.
Carrie?

M5. SIMMONS: Yeah, thank you, M.
Chair. And thank you for the update, Kelly. Are
t hose avail able? The conpl eted regi onal
framewor ks, are those avail able on each Council's
website, or do you have a central location for
t hose under sustainable fisheries? O where wl|l
t hose be kept?

M5. DENIT: That's a fantastic question,
Carrie. | know that we have themall. | don't
t hi nk we have themall posted to our website. But
| actually would have to ask if each of the
Councils has that already posted on theirs,
because |I'mnot sure whether it's posted on the
respective Council websites. W can track that
down for you.

CHAI RVAN LU SI:  Ckay. Thank you for

that. Any other comments or questions, Tonf
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MR. NIES: Thank you. Kelly probably
knows what she's going to get asked. This is on
the National Standard One Working group. | guess
what |'ve got really is nore of a cotmment and |I'm
alittle disappointed, Dr. Hare is not here to
hear it. So, he may hear it |ater when he gives
his science report as well. | guess it's very
frustrating to ne. First, on how slowy this
nati onal standard one working group seens to be
going. And then, fromwhat | hear from our
representative on the National Standard Wbrki ng
G oup, how narrowWy focused it seens to be.

It doesn't seemto be addressing two of
the issues that are of critical inportance to us,
particularly on the East Coast in the face of
climate change. The first of those is being able
to cone up with a way to either have dynam c
reference points or adjust our reference points in
the face of changing conditions or to provide sone
gui dance on howto do that. And that's critical
for our ability to set appropriate catch | evels.

And fromwhat |'m hearing fromour representative,
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|"'mnot in the working group neetings. There's
likely to be very little guidance on that in this
docunent, and that's di sappointing.

Not only does there not seemto be any
gui dance in this docunent, there doesn't seemto
be any plan for a follow on to address that
shortfall going forward. That nmy be inaccurate,
| admit, but it does seemto be a concern. The
second concern | have is, | don't knowif M ke
Pentony is on the line, he mght renenber it was
either three or four years ago that the agency
directed us to conme up with a way to set reference
poi nts for stocks that no | onger have anal ytic
assessnents. And we have repeatedly sought
gui dance on how to do that and have tried to work
with our Northeast Fishery Science Center on how
to do that so we can neet that |egal requirenent.

We currently have one outstandi ng
| awsuit which is challenging us on at |east two
stocks. As a result of that argues that we're not
in conpliance with the | aw because the Plaintiff

argues that we don't have those reference points.
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Qovi ously, the governnment argues differently, but
the Court hasn't ruled yet. So, it's frustrating
to ne that we're not getting the support we need
to try and fulfill that. And you know, | have
peopl e who say just make one up and I'mli ke,
great, howdo | justify it if it ever winds up in
court? If | just nmake one up.

So, that really isn't a very
satisfactory answer. And | would hope that you
convey back to this working group how inportant it
I's, and that | hope that sonehow, we can nake
progress on this. You know, we had a stock
assessnent, where it's called an index based
met hod stock assessnent. And one of the terns of
reference was to figure out a way to set reference
points. And the answer was, well, we didn't get
around to it. So, you know, we've tried within
our region to get to that point and we're not
maki ng any progress on it. And it's a real
shortfall, particularly since we are seeing nore
and nore of our analytics assessnents fail and we

wind up using enpirical nethods instead. So, it's
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not really a question there, but I just wanted to
convey that to you. And I knew you were expecting
It and didn't want to di sappoi nt you.

M5. DENIT: | appreciate that, Tom on
your first point. Yes, | agree. |It's also
frustrating for us and talking with Jon Hare,
we're trying to nove that working group forward.
| can address your second concern to say that,
yes, this technical working group is trying to
stay focused and not get too nuch into the
prevailing conditions issue and when you m ght
change a set of determnation criteria based on
climate change, but we absolutely have plans to
devel op gui dance on that.

So, please, note that we recogni ze that
that is a very fundanental part of us grappling
with climate change as we're noving forward in
fisheries managenent. | know that is not going by
the wayside. [It's just going to probably be a
separate a separate task that we take. And |I'm
not as famliar with the enpirical determ nation

aspect that you brought up, so but I'll nmake sure
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we can tal k about that with Jon and foll ow up on
that part as well. So, thank you.

MR. NIES: Thank you.

M5. DENIT: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LU SI:  Ckay. Thank you for
that. Anything else for Kelly on this topic?
Seeing no hand at this tine. |'mgoing to turn
back to you, Kelly, to continue.

M5. DENIT: W also asked for an update
on the EO 13921. So, this was the Seafood
Executive Order, which you all provided a nunber
of comments and feedback to us about. |If we go
back i nto our way-back machi ne back to May 2020,
which is hard to believe, and so you all provided
a prioritized list of specifically actions that
you woul d be taking wthin your Council area to
try and increase efficiencies and create nore
stream i ned managenent for our fisher folk. And
we continue to nove forward in inplenenting those
actions as they nove through the Councils.

And so, our main task under the Seafood

EO was to hel p make sure that those actions that

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



Counci| Coordi nation Comrittee Vol .1 Page:

80

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

you pass get onto the unified agenda and that the
regul atory actions go forward, which we have been
doing. And there's a couple exanples up here on
the slide. 1In addition, there were a nunber of
ot her recommendati ons that you all provided. They
ranged from support for specific surveys to
| ooking at international trade issues, market
access issues, seafood pronotion. And so, all of
t hose recommendati ons have been passed to the
rel evant offices wthin National Marine Fisheries
Service to |look at and incorporate into their
actions. And | think a nunber of those have been
folded into the seafood strategy that Paul wll be
presenting to everyone tonorrow. They'll have an
opportunity to see where sone of that feedback has
fit into that national seafood strategy. | only
had that one slide. | don't know if anybody has
any questions or comments on that one.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  Questions or comments
for Kelly.

M5. SIMONDS: | have a conment.

CHAI RVAN LU SI:  Kitty?
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M5. SIMONDS: So, one of our suggestions
well, it's areal issue with us is the Billfish
Act. And as you recall, and NMFS actually
testified in favor of ot of us. So, what
happened is that Hawaii and the territories cannot
sell their healthy billfish to the continental U S
or to foreigners. W can sell that fish anong
ourselves. And so, |I'mnot sure how you all can
deal wth it since it was an act of Congress. A
coupl e of senators fromthe Qulf introduced that.
So, for all of these years, we've been able to
sell our billfish to the, to the U S nainl and.

And but the fishers on the mainland can't sell
their billfish.

That has been going on for years and
years. So, anyway, you know, it has passed. And
that is to nme, | think that's |ike, you know,
unconstitutional, |ike what happened to, you know,
I nterstate commerce and all of those kinds of
t hi ngs because our fishery is healthy. And so,
the other thing about the Billfish Act is it

doesn't have any regulations. So, | often wonder
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about the enforcenent because we do have our
fi shermen who go to tournanents on the mainl and.
"' mtal ki ng about our Council Menber, MG ew, who
says that he sees those fish being sold foll ow ng
t our nanents and those kinds of things. So, it's
very unfair. And so, that was one of the things
that we wote about. But so, | don't know how you
can resolve this. W can't | obby the Congress,
but you can talk to the Congress about this. And
of course, it's difficult. It's a political thing.
But for us not to be selling our healthy fish to
the US. Miinland is terrible. So, that's still
on the list, right? Keep it on the list.

M5. DENIT: Understood. Yes.

CHAIRVAN LU SI:  Ckay. Thank you. Yes,
go ahead, Kelly.

M5. DENIT: Okay, |I'mgoing to nove to
t he next.

CHAI RVAN LUI SI:  Does anyone have any
ot her questions or comments for Kelly before she
noves on? All right. Seeing no hands. Go ahead,

Kel ly.
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M5. DENIT: Al right. Last topic is
the original recusal determ nation handbooks.

Yes, riveting. | told you, was a potpourr
category. And we went fromthe $1, 000 questions
and now t he $200 questions. GCkay. So, you all
will recall again, if we go into our DelLorean on
t he way-back machi ne back to 2020, we issued our
final rule on financial disclosure. As a follow
up to that, we issued our policy and procedural
directives to help provide nore clarity on how
this process was going to work.

We issued that |ast Novenber, and so
we're now in a tinefrane where we are devel opi ng
t hese regional recusal determ nation procedure
handbooks. So, those handbooks wi Il explain the
process and the procedure that should be foll owed
wi thin each Council region. Those are being |ed
in drafting by the respective regional GCs. The
expected tine frane is for those to be reviewed by
Novenber of 2023. So that is generally where
those stand. |If you have specific questions about

where your regional handbook is, you need to
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engage with ny good friend Adam | ssenberg across
the table or with your regional, your | ocal
regional GC. So, that as | think hits on the
questions that | got around the recusal handbooks.
But again, if there is additional questions,

pl ease. Please, chine in.

CHAI RVAN LU SI: Any questions for Kelly
on recusals? Tomand then John I'll conme to you
next. Go ahead, John.

MR. CARM CHAEL: [I'msure | won't answer
your question, Tom but it's nore of a request
than it reflects upon the experience we just
tal ked about with BSIA  You know, the Southeast
is still under review. W didn't receive them
until md-April. [|I'mnot seeing anything to that
point. So, depending on when these are due, you
know, are we on a three year or a two year or
what ever that these are supposed to be done? |
woul d hope that we could see a draft well before
it's ready to be due so that we can actually
di scuss it with our Council and have tine to

adequately review it and potentially head off a
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| ot of mnor issues that could be clarified with
t he conversation, which is not going to be the
case with BSI A

There's a Il ot of potential issues which
may be sinple, may be significant, but since we
weren't really given any involvenent during the
devel opnent, we're kind of left with, you know, do
we be real persnickety and nit-picky about it to
clarify the issues. W don't really have nuch
choice. So hopefully this goes, you know, if
headquarters can bring down sone pressure on the
regi onal GC people to say, hey, we are partners,
as we've heard today, and let's actually just
share this stuff with us and have a sinple
conversation well in advance so we can head off
any maj or di sagreenents or issues.

M5. DENIT: Yes. Thank you for that,
John, because you just rem nded ne of the one
tal king point that | didn't give as part of that
slide, which is that a process requires, if |I'm
not m staken, that there is at |east one Council

meeting for you all to discuss the Regional
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Handbook, and | apol ogize that | forgot to include
that in ny remarks. So, thank you for teeing that
up for ne.

CHAI RVAN LU SI . Ckay, thanks, John.
Tom did John cover what you were going to cover
or do you have a question or comment?

MR N ES: | do have a question you
know, hopefully three years is |ong enough to get
these done. |'mjust curious how we're supposed
to conply with the regulatory requirenents in the
interim | think there's a requirenent, for
exanple, to post regional recusal determ nations,
which | think is on the back of the regional --
|'"'msorry, the regional attorneys. So, you know,
have you inplenented a way to get those things
done in the interinf

MR. | SSENBERG Yes. So, just a couple
of points on this to Tom s specific question. W
are -- | think that the requirenent to post
recusal determnations is distinct fromwhat's
covered in the regi onal handbooks. And so, that

I's sonething that we are we are working on
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separately, the handbooks. | nean, | think these
are going to be relatively sinple docunents. And,
you know, we are working now on a tineline within
GC to get those done. And, you know, | think,
one, there will be plenty of tinme for, for working
with the Council's giving you all an opportunity
to |l ook at them and provide coments and two
again, | think, you know, |'msure there wll be
comments, but | think they're going to be
relatively straightforward docunents.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  Okay. Thanks, Adam
Any ot her comments or questions for Kelly? Kelly,
you said that was the last topic you wanted to
cover. GCkay, we're a little bit ahead of
schedule, so I'mgoing to go to the audi ence or
menbers that are on the webinar. [|f anyone has
sonething that they'd like to offer, either a
comment or a question, nows the tine to raise
your hand. Okay. | do not see any hands goi ng up
on the webinar. Kelly, thank you for your
presentation. Kitty?

M5. SI MONDS: | have a |l ast comment, but
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not for Kelly. It's about the list of overfishing
and overfished stocks. So, we have seanpunt
groundfish and that was overfished by the

Russi ans. And we've never fished there. But
because you see, when you see this list, you know,
oh, ny goodness. So, then there's striped marlin
that's overfished internationally. That's not
because of us. And then there's the clownfish for
Anmerican Sanpa and the Marianas. And that is
really not fromfishernmen overfishing. |[It's
because the science center of the region for let's
say 30 years has just never gotten their act

t oget her about data collection. | nean, we are
part of the data poor Councils |like the South
Atlantic. And so, finally, | nean, there needed
to be changes in the office.

So finally, this year, you know, they're
actually working on inproving life history. Can
you i magi ne, though, life history out there and a
whol e bunch of things. But we have to start it by
first getting a group together to do catch it, | og

It and whatever. So, we're finally turning all of
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this over to the center. But it's really sad that
Anerican Sanpa can only fish for 5,000 pounds of
bottomfish for the next three years until there
Is a new stock assessnent. And that's all because
of not having a good survey, not taking care of
how to how to collect information froma pl ace

| i ke Anerican Sanpa, which is still run by the
village Chiefs. And so, | think | nmentioned it
before, is that our struggle all these years has
been to try to neld Western science with the
traditional ecol ogical knowl edge in our part of

t he worl d.

And I'mtal king about the territories
and so, you know, we the Council Menbers sonetines
are very frustrated and so the scientists get
frustrated. But | told themthat, no, they have
to bear the sins of the father. |It's very
difficult for the Council Menbers to just forget
about the past. So, we're all working noving
forward. But our poor fishernen in the Marianas
and in Anerican Sanpa, | nean, are in a bad way.

So, what are they going to be doing, right?
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Fishing at five zero to three. How are we going
to get good information? |If they need to if they
need to fish to eat, they're going to go over the
5,000 pounds. So, | just wanted to nake that
comment about our overfished fisheries.

CHAI RVAN LUI SI ;. Thank you. Thanks
Kitty, | have a comment from Janet.

M5. COT: Thank you. | realized | was
t hi nki ng about what |'ve been spending ny tinme on.

| realize | forgot to nention one really big

opportunity that | just wanted to highlight, which
Is the funding, the infrastructure bill funding.
And Samw Il likely talk nore about it when he

tal ks about Anerica, the Beautiful and
conservation. But NOAA has Over $3 billion in
total for coastal resilience, fish passage and
climate related work, including over a billion
dollars that we have at fisheries for the Pacific
Coast, Sal non Recovery Fund, fish passage, habitat
restoration. They'll be 15 percent of the fish
passage noney is identified. Up to 15 percent for

tribes, and our habitat restoration will have a
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speci al opportunity in a separate grant program
for di sadvantaged conmunities. So, we're worKking
very, very hard on getting those notice of funding
opportunities out the door. But it's super
exciting for the teamat NOAA to | ook at the
opportunity to take grants that will be
significantly larger than anything we've done in

t he past and provide that opportunity. So, be
ready for dissemnating that information. | think
in regard to sone of the habitat work that is
critical for a habitat, fish, and the health of
our ecosystens, we have this really historic,
transformati ve opportunity because the funding
level. So, | neant to nention that it's very
exciting and it is part of the positive.

CHAI RVAN LU SI ;. Ckay, thank you, Janet.
| appreciate that. Anything else? On this topic.
Ckay. Seeing no hands at this tine, we have
concl uded our first item of business here today.
Let's go ahead and take our 15-m nute break and
conme back at 2:55 and we'll -- 2:50. Let's cone

back at 2:50 and we'll pick up with the
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presentati on on Budget and Council|l funding by Dr.
Paul Dorenus. Thank you.
(Recess)

CHAI RMAN LU SI:  Okay, let's go ahead
and get started. Back for the rest of our
aft ernoon agenda. It was brought to ny attention
in all of the excitenent about introducing M d-
Atlantic Fisheries to all of you and to get the
comments by Janet, | failed to have the agenda
approved. So, let nme ask you all at this point
now, since we're halfway through the afternoon
agenda, are there any additions to the agenda for
this week? Any nodifications to the agenda? Any
obj ection to approving the agenda?

kay, the agenda is approved. So, |
made nmy one m stake for today.

Ckay, the next itemthat we have on the
agenda this afternoon, is a budget and Counci l
fundi ng update. W have Dr. Paul Dorenus, here
with us with NOAA Fi sheries, the Deputy Assistant
Adm ni strator for regulatory prograns. And Paul

IS going to provide us a presentation.
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So, Paul, | know you just got here. But
if you're all set, | will turn the mc over to
you.

MR. DOREMJS. Thank you, M. Chair,
wonderful to see you all and glad to be here to
gi ve an account of our whole situation with the
budget. As you're accustoned to seeing with us,
we're always juggling nultiple years, at any given
time. So, we're |ooking right now at our
executing of our FY 22. Deep into it, and having
gotten the budget rather late, it was a difficult
year and a | ot of things going on. At the sane
time, FY 23 is on the hill. And we are in the
process of starting to think about formulating FY
24.

So, a lot to cover today. W're going
to do sone highlights on FY 22. And the
hi ghlights on what's in the President's budget for
FY 23, which is kind of a key piece. So, overall,
we're looking at -- for our total budget 1.02 --
bi g chunk of sone 17 percent of NOAA s overall

budget of 17.3 billion. And you can see on the
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| eft-hand side, where the breakout is in terns of
our nmmj or programareas wth protected resources,
havi ng had a substantial increase |argely around
North Atlantic right whales. 16 mllion; nost of
which went to Atlantic States to handl e sone of
the requirenents comng out in that arena. And
you can see the sort of breakdown there as well.
Fi shery Sci ence and Managenent, increasing a bit
for offshore wind. Not as nuch as we'd hoped as
we'll get into. But those were the major novers
of that budget.

And | want to provide just sone really
qui ck highlights in FY 22 of where we | anded
relative to the request. It was a substanti al
request for us, and one that we're really pleased
to see go forward in FY 22. But at the end of the
day did not see congressional support for a |lot of
significant requests. In the clinmate research
arena, 8 mllion around our survey capacity for
comercially and recreationally val uabl e speci es
was approved. And our request for clinmate rel ated

work, both on the fisheries and the ESA MVWA si de,
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did not. Nor did a nunber of the -- of pieces of
our offshore wind request. Particularly the
science survey mtigation approach, and | ess than
the request |levels for our scientific and
techni cal reviews, fisheries managenent |ines and
our protected species piece as well.

So, this is -- many of you are well
famliar with offshore wnd and the kind of
pressures that puts on fisheries broadly
construed. And this is a topic that is of great
interest, not just in '22, but in"'23 and will be
for a good nunber of years, as you can well
I magi ne.

W' re al so | ooking at sone inportant
requests, that ultimtely were not enacted around
speci es recovery, sone aspects of restoration and
resilience, particularly species recovery grants
and | arge-scale habitat restoration. Sone of that
Is essentially being handl ed through the I1JA
pi ece, which cane through onto a separate
appropriation line. And simlarly, seven mllion

dollars in requests for environnental justice and
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equity considerations and prograns |isted here

al so, were not advanced in this particul ar budget.
So, those are kind of progranmatically speaking in
ternms of what was requested in FY 22. The maj or

hi ghl i ght s.

A big -- a good news story, is that we
got for the first tine, adjustnents to base. This
Is essentially sonme recognition of inflationary
cost to doing business. Al of you -- we're all
on the sane line of business. You all know that
the costs of conducting our work continues to
I ncrease. It has for nmany, nmany years, we've been
maki ng the request for many, many years, for sone
degree of inflationary adjustnents to base. And
we're fortunate to have 21.1 mllion of that
request recognized in the '22 budget. And plus,
an additional 16 mllion North Atlantic right
whales and a mllion for Mtchell Act Hatcheries.
So, those were the big upsides of the story.

On the '23 front, that's where | really
wanted to spend just a little bit of our tine,

given the current discussions that are happening
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on the H Il around that. W're |looking primarily
at our operations research and facility. That's
where all of our prograns are funded. Qur total
budget includes other accounts. |t includes the
mandat ory accounts and sone, what are call ed

di scretionary but they're largely formula driven.
The bi ggest one of that 100 mllion or so, in non
ORF spending, is our Pacific Coastal Sal non
Recovery Fund. 65 mllion request in '23,
consistent with a nunber -- with prior years for
sone tine. So, all of our focus here is going to
be on the portion of our budget, that is the
operations research and facilities, because that

I S where our prograns increases are requested.
And it was -- it's a good request. 141.5 over FY
21, enacted, and just about 60 mllion over FY 22
enacted. So, significant upside on -- under

di scussion now on the H Il for FY 23. And the

Bl ue Book was just released, the URL is here. But
I f you Google, "NOAA Budget Bl ue Book FY 23,"
you'll get areally nice synopsis. And it's as

close to plain English as you can get in the
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budget world with description of what the puts and
takes are in FY 23. And | highly advise | ooking
at that.

So, there's three areas where we're
dom nantly focused in this budget, and they're
very simlar to FY 22. dimte is overall and
enconpassing issue. It relates to econonic
devel opnent, it relates to environnental justice,
and equity. But we have an enornous as NOAA does,
as a whole, with its broad strategy advancing a --
what we're calling a Cimte Ready Nation, very
much patterned after Wat her Ready Nation, which
has been a major strategic initiative of the
Nat i onal Wat her Service for many years, along
with other pieces of NOAA. So, that's the whole
of NOAA effort | ooking at sone of the nmmjor
drivers on the climate side. W have a piece of
that and a substantial piece, along with sone
| nportant conponents of our environnmental justice
and equity and our econom c devel opnent agenda.
So, I"'mgoing to step through these pieces. The

maj or highlights, of themat |east, so that you
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have a good sense of what's in those respective
t hree general thematic areas.

In the climate front, we have a request
for 10 mllion for what is essentially our Cinmate
Ecosystem Fisheries Initiative. And this is a
real |y substantial augnentation of our capability
to respond to what we've been hearing fromthe
fisheries world, fromindustry, fromour fisheries
managenent community for years now. And we've
been getting a good deal of input on this, as
we' ve | ooked into sone of the formative needs
around our national seafood strategy, which ||
talk with you all about tonorrow. This is com ng
t hrough very, very loudly is the need for climte
I nformed anal ysis, scientific devel opnents, data
coll ection proceeding all of those and nechani sns
for driving this into decision. So, this would
set up fishery and clinmate deci sion support
systens in -- around the country, five regions,
and get us towards a tighter connectivity between
managenent deci sions and climte drivers and

climate rel ated nodeling of our regional
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ecosyst ens.

There's a 11.6 request on the survey
side. And again, this is also very oriented
t owar ds augnenting our survey capabilities,
| ncreasi ng geographic extent, in particular, to
understand climate rel ated drivers of abundance
and distribution. So, that's an inportant piece,
and ties right into our sort of core m ssion
function around assessnents. And we al so have a
10 mllion request for species recovery grants,
going to states and tribes to help with the
overal |l agenda of understandi ng and appropriately
responding to and trying to i nprove the
conservation capabilities around -- and recovery
capabilities around the protected species. So,
that's very significant climte conponent of our
overall agenda. And we have, as well, sone key
pieces that are ultimately climate rel ated, but
driven by offshore wind, which | was alluding to
earlier.

There are a nunber of different pieces

of this, that conprise a pretty significant
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request for us around the requirenents for
scientific and technical reviews. Survey
mtigation as a huge piece of this. That is the
pi ece that was not covered in FY 22. And
under st andi ng sonme of the inpacts on fisheries
managenent. So, both on the fisheries nmanagenent
and protective resources side. Understanding

| npacts on federally nmanaged species, our trust
responsibilities, and consequent managenent

deci sions associated wwth them So, those are
significant requests.

We al so have sone requests for anping up
our overall capability for ESA, and MVPA,
permtting in consultations. That's a significant
one outside. There's obviously big conponents of
that related to wind that are in those other
pi eces. But we're seeing rising demand, and
certainly will wth the infrastructure investnents
that the Nation has set out to nmake a rising
demand for those capabilities. So, that's five
mllion-dollar augnentation to respond to that.

And we'd al so have a seven and a half mllion
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(phonetic) dollar request for a Seafood |Inspection
Program This is really the short end of a | ong
story. This is a reconfiguration of how we're
operating that program That responds in
particular to the effect of the pandem c on how it
operates. So, we're noving towards a different
way of accounting, and nmanagi ng towards full cost
recovery, which is a core part of how that program
functions. And what we need i s sone noney at the
begi nning of the year before receipts cone in. As
wel |l as sonme noney to handl e any variations from
predi cted demand levels fromthe industry for the
types of export certificates and inspection
services that this program provides.

So, that is intended to be a kind of
funding that will help us transition fromthe way
we used to run the programto the way we need to
run it in the future so that it is nore fiscally
sound, and able to handle a variation year to year
and not put demand on our operations research
f undi ng.

So those are the key things there. And
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we al so have sone additional pieces on
environnental justice and equity, and really want
to acknowl edge Samis | eadership in this territory,
where we put together a series initiatives and
have a "this is all consonant” Wth an
overarching strategy around environnental justice
and equity that Sam has hel ped | ead through a
nunber of iterations in the organization. A three
mllion dollar investnent for advancing
Territorial Fisheries Science and Managenent. In
the Pacific territories we have about two and
about a mllion in the Cari bbean. And sone

I nteresting tool devel opnent to assess community
social vulnerability. A very kind of

sophi sticated way of |ooking at variabl es that
affect vulnerability for different communities,
and sone resources going into essentially
training, that will inprove participation of
underrepresented communities and fisheries
managenent processes, as well as workforce rel ated
training to diversify the sector, if you wll, in

that long-termstrategy to nmake sure that we've
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got a good robust, diverse workforce, for our
continued evol ution of our fisheries sector.

So, those are the principal requests
that are in our budget. There is a very
substantial one that is in a different part of
NOAA' s budget. [It's in the M ssion Support
section. And this is to fund the recapitalization
of our Northwest Science Center. A really
significant need here. |It's a magjor shift in how
we are -- we're seeing recapitalization options
for the agency. So, this is different than we've
ever done before. Typically, when we get to the
end of useful lifecycle for a building, we go
t hrough a process of vetting alternatives,
bui | ding and owning and operating a new facility
and recapitalizing on a nultiplicative basis.

This will be shifting to release structure. And
we anticipate with congressional approval, which
has not yet happened. |f Congress approves this
approach, working with GSA, they will put out this
sumrer a request for | ease proposals in the

Seattl e area where we could co-locate with a
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research partner. They build the building. W
| ease it. And we get the benefit of a

col | aborative, physical center that brings

t oget her academ ¢ i ndustry and our governnent al
capabilities and perhaps nulti agency

capabilities. And we've pronptly used that nodel

in other parts of agency. It's worked
fantastically well. And | really amquite
optimstic that will work well in the Northwest

Center, and possibly in other regions as we
conti nue down this path.

So, in the Council funding front, the
|l ong-termstory is there. 1'lIl leave that for
your perusal just to see how things have evol ved.
The table that we | ook at every year is customary
here. This -- the increases that you're seeing,
driven in FY 23, are largely driven by those
adj ustnents to base that | tal ked about earlier,
and how those ratchet through our Regional
Counci |, our Comm ssion Interstate, Conm ssion
fundi ng and the Atlanta Cooperati ve Managenent

funds. So, that's again -- largely it's
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consistent with historical pattern should be no
surprise. And it builds on, as the previous slide
I ndicates, it builds on a good history. And sone
degree of consistent progression in the funding
for these activities, for quite sone tine, are
goi ng back well over 10 years.

So, those are quite key devel opnents
that we wanted to highlight, but also point out
that there are significant steps as always, in the
budget process. It's never over. People think
when Congress grants and appropriation, that
that's it. That's the nunber. But there's a | ot
in the pipeline. And I'lIl leave this for your
review after congressional action. But we're in
t he apportionnment phase now. There are
historically often, as was the case |ast year,
maybe the case this year as well, we need to deal
wi th NOAA- w de needs around recissions (phonetic)
and other costs, NOAA departnental issues. So,
we're not quite at the final allocation point yet.
But we're close. So, it should -- the table is a

pretty good indicator of where things should | and.
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But it's not the final story. The -- so we're
| ike three quarters of the way there. It's this
smal |l figure that we intended to indicate.

So, | wanted to nention a couple of
t hi ngs very quickly and noving at speed to provide
sone tinme for questions here. W have a | ot going
on. W're shifting now as the whol e Nation
appears to be shifting froma largely pandem c
oriented node of operations to what you m ght call
an endem c node of operations. W formally went
back to -- we were able to nove back into our
offices starting in April 25th. As the figure
here indicates, and we have an adj ustnent phase
fromApril through to the end of June, where
peopl e are com ng in, checking out what happened
since the |ast two years, when they have largely
not been in the office. Mking sure we got IT set
up, we've got space configuration changes. Al
ki nds of things. Adjusting their schedul es,
wor ki ng out new ones, and by late June, we are all
anticipating being in what you mght call, is

depicted here, as newnormal. | think it's
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actually going to take quite sone period of tine,
as it's proving to be the case with all large
organi zations, really all organizations, to really
figure out what this new hybrid work reality is
all about. Howto nake it work best. How to get
t he advantages of renote type operations that we
experienced in 2020/2021. And the advant ages of

| n-person work, which all of us have, as we've had
virtual neetings for two years now. Al of us
have. Al the way along, lanenting the inability
to get together in person. And that is sonething
t hat everybody is |looking forward to just stepping
through. So, | covered these issues. This is --
you know, we're tracking |like everyone, the CDC
community transm ssion level. So, this is the
caveat to our return, is we're going to nmake

adj ustnents and we are doing that now. \Vhen we
started this process in early April. Al but one
of our locations was in |low CDC transn ssion

| evel .  Now half of themare, and the other half
are in nmediumto high. And a |ot are progressing

In that direction. So, we're seeing that in a | ot

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



Counci| Coordi nation Comrittee Vol .1 Page:

109

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

of places. W're seeing it here, and we've have
to make adjustnents and we have a whol e plan for
what do you do in the transition fromlowto
medium transition frommediumto high. And |
think by virtue of the high I evels of vaccination
and the nature of the variants that we're dealing
wWith these days, this will be the kind of put

I ntake that will have to work out over tine and

adj ust as circunstances warrant.

So, | think we're probably going to have
a few nonths where things will settle out. It's
likely in the fall, as it's been the case with

previous variants to cone back at us. W'l

adjust as the data require. So, that's the basic
plan. W are stepping through our process for
getting back into the office in 22 and are really
| ooking forward to the full devel opnent in FY 24
of our budget's responsiveness to the
admnistration priorities, taking on nmjor issues
related to climate, related to environnent al
justice and social equity, related to economc

recovery, and related to the state of the seafood
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I ndustry and how we can address all of those
things with a very good strategy to i nprove our
fishery sector, as a whole. Comerci al,
recreational, and aquacultural. W'IlIl talk about
that nore tonorrow. That particular piece, M.
Chair, | wll leave it there and I'll turn the mc
back to you and happy to address any questions as
tinme allows.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  Excellent. Thank you

very much, Paul, for your presentation. |'msure
there' Il be sonme comments and questions around the
table. I'mgoing to |look for hands at this tine.
Tom Ni es.

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chair, |
probably have four or five questions. Do you want
me to ask themall at once? O would you rather |
rotate through?

CHAIRMAN LU SI: Ht himwth it.

MR. NIES: ay. So, thank you, M.
Dorenus. | guess | got a couple of questions on
the FY 22 budget and a couple of questions on the

FY 23 President's proposed budget. So, in |ight
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of the fact in your FY 22 budget, you did not get
as nmuch noney as you' d hoped for, for sone of the
new initiatives. | think he referred to margi nal
I ncreases in your presentation. Wat's the
agency's plan?

Do you plan to sacrifice sone existing
prograns in order to undertake the
admnistration's newinitiatives? Do you plan to
sl ow down and work on the new initiatives? How
are you going to adjust to -- I'"'mnot sure calling
it a budget shortfall is exactly correct, but
getting |less than you asked for?

MR. DOREMUS: Less than optimal. W
are adjusting as the resources allow us. You
know, because we have to fit our programto the
avai l able funds. A big piece of what we did not
see, and we're really quite dependent on, in FY 22
I s around offshore wind that's com ng back in '23.
And a |l ot of our engagenents on the Hll related
to that, related to budget overall, are focusing
first and forenbst on those requirenents.

Requi renents for people to be -- handle our
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consultation and review work. To be able to
understand the science inpacts and be able to
handl e t he endangered species and nmari ne manal
requi renments. That's the biggest one. And right
now, we can do nothing other than pace our
responsi veness and growh in these areas to the
resource | evels that Congress provides.

MR. NIES: Thank you. | guess our
concern is that existing prograns m ght get
sacrificed for newinitiatives. Staying with the
FY 22 budget, and we've tal ked about the
adj ustnents to base that accounted for | think a
22 mllion or 21 mllion dollar increase in that
budget. Yeah, I'd point out that in the Councils,
we get the council PPA and then we get noney under
two other PPAs. The noney under those other two
PPAs has renmai ned constant, | think since 2014.
Wt hout even any of the small -- relatively small
adjustnents to base. Can we expect that in '22,
that we m ght see sone changes in those other PPAs
or are they going to remain constant and we're not

going -- still not going to get any adjustnents to
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base on thenf?

MR. DOREMJS: The chart that | showed
you is the total |evels because we aggravate that
all now and | haven't seen the breakout. W can
get that. But it is increasing in '23,
proportionate to the ATP conponent that got
attributed to those to those PPAs. So --

MR NES:. Paul I --

MR. DOREMJS. -- so, it is increasing.

MR NES: | don't think that's the part
I"mtal king about. That's the Council PPA that's
shown in that chart according to Blue Book. And
"' mtal ki ng about the pieces we get fromthe
Fi sheries Program and Services and the Science and
Data Collection PPA. Wiich | don't believe is
I ncluded in that chart that you've shown.

MR. DOREMJS: |'Il get back to you on
that. M understanding is that those were roll ed
in. But I'll check on that to nmake sure.

MR NES. So, that |eads ne to the FY
23 budget. The President's budget proposes about

a 3.2 percent increase in the Council PPA. And in
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the Blue Book it says that there's no program
changes included in that. That's just adjustnents
to base.

MR. DOREMJS: That's right.

MR NES: And so, I'"'ma little confused
because there are a nunber of new initiatives that
the Councils are expected participate in. Such as
environnental justice, climate initiatives,
of fshore wind. And yet, while the agency
request ed program changes for thenselves in those
categories, you're not expecting to give any nore
noney to the Councils to help participate in
t hose?

MR. DOREMJS: Not at this tine. | nean,
ri ght now, we have not received any increases in
other areas. And, like -- | think we're all in
the sane boat. |In the sense that we're often
bei ng asked to respond to issues out of existing
resources. And we do as well as we can. So, the
funding line for '23 has increased. And we'l]l
have to pace what we can do in terns of our

responsi veness to those resource |evels.
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MR. NIES: Thanks. One nore question in
*23. And then sort of a question that I'mused to
seei ng addressed here, that wasn't. So, the other
I ssue on '23 is, for the last couple of years, the
agency has proposed to Congress rolling the three
PPAs that we presently get noney frominto one PPA
and just giving it as a council PPA.  And | think
It was rejected twce in a row by Congress for
reasons | don't know. Maybe you do. It doesn't
appear that the agency is trying to do that
anynore. Did you drop that idea?

MR. DOREMJS. Still think it's a good
i dea. But | don't know where it currently stands
in terns of receptivity. So, we'll follow up with
you on that as well.

MR. NIES: Thanks. And then the | ast
question | have isn't related to the budget, it's
related nore to the SK Program which is often
covered in this presentation, and it is the recent
passage of the -- | think it's American Fisheries
Advi sory Conmttee Act. |Is that going to be

addressed sonewhere else in this neeting, or?
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MR. DOREMJS: The basic nunbers on SK,
the way that the '23 proposal racks (phonetic)
out, it is about seven and a half mllion for SK
That bill was just passed. And we haven't yet
assessed how we are going to inplenent that. And

any kind of inplications for how SK is all ocated

in FY 23.

MR. N ES: kay.

MR. DOREMJUS: So, we'll -- there's
really not nmuch to add. It was literally signed

wthin a week or so ago. So, we're mappi ng out
how they're going to respond to that effectively.
MR. NIES: Yeah, | guess we're all kind
of curious howthat -- | forget what it is -- |
think it's the Arerican Fisheries Advisory
Committee, is going to be structured and forned
and organi zed. So, we all look forward to getting
MR. DOREMJS: Lots to figure out in
terms of inplenenting that bill, for sure. And
we'll look forward to talking with you further as

we wor k out our approach.
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MR. NIES: Thank you.

CHAIRVAN LU SI: Al right, thanks for
t hose questions and comments, Tom Anyone el se at
the table have anything they'd Iike to ask Paul
about ?

We have a couple of mnutes. |Is there
anyone online on the webinar or in the audi ence
here that would |li ke to ask any questions? Ckay,
| do not see any hands online. | see Kitty. o
ahead, Kitty.

M5. SI MONDS: So, Tom asked you about,
you know, the increase in funding for '23, for EEJ
(phonetic), and those kinds of things. And then
he asked about, are you considering sharing sone
of those funds with the Councils? Because we al so
are working on those prine initiatives as well.

So, and of course, you said that, you know, you're
not ready to discuss this and whatever. But

shoul d we naybe prepare a budget of what we think

-- that we think we need in order to fulfill the
m ssion on the Biden adm nistration? | nean, |
woul d love to do that. | bet every council would
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|l ove to do that. So, is it too early to do that?

MR. DOREMUS: The II1JA resources were
provi ded by Congress for specific reasons.

M5. SI MONDS: kay.

MR. DOREMJS: And we're working out
very-detail ed spend plans right now on how t hose
resources are going to nove against their intent.
And, you know, they're dom nantly going out to
outside entities. So, | don't believe there's
terribly much room for augnenting the council
budget on behalf of the I1JA processes, although
in the longer termstrategically, as we | ook at
the council work portfolio as a whole, which is
how | understood Tom's question. The variety
areas where you're seeing pressure, we're seeing
pressure, and we need to nmake deci si ons about what
we do and don't do it based on avail abl e
resources.

M5. SIMONDS: And we do get funds from
the Center and the Region to fulfill obligations
that we can do better than they can. And so --

but this is, you know, | think this is sonething
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that we all think is really inportant that -- and,
you know, it's our staff tine or we're hiring a

contractor to help out wth these kinds of things,

because we believe in themas well. And | think
that we all should think about -- you shoul d think
about it, maybe you'll find it in another pot.

But that's the request that |I'm nmaking fromthe
group, is that you all look into this by
augnenti ng our budgets or separate, you know,
contracts or whatever. There are many ways to
deal with it. And so, just asking you to consider
this, think about it. And let us know.

MR. DOREMJS: Thank you, Kitty. ['Il
make a general point. You know, comng at this as
a -- career guy, having done this for a long tine.
W're all in the sane boat when it cones to that
ki nd of resource pressure. One of the reasons |
put the historical table in there, pulled it deep
out of backup. To get sone reference, and to show
that the rate of increase for funding has
generally been a little bit nore favorable for the

councils and comm ssions than it has been for our
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base prograns. W are all struggling wth being
asked to do nore than we're resourced to do.

M5. SIMONDS: O covering for other
peopl e who have overbudgeted and all -- yeah.

MR. DOREMJS: Yeah, and it's extrenely
val uabl e for us to understand where the pressure
points are for you. Wat you can't do, because of
resource constraints and we can factor that into
the total picture. But in -- while adjustnents to
base are incredibly welconed and it's great to see
that in this year's budget, there not -- they're
nowhere near covering the types changes we've seen
and the real drivers in our cost profile. Not the
| east of which is |abor. And we're seeing a | ot
of inflationary pressures now. Wich are going to
show up in additional cost of doing business
pressure over tine. So, we are going to need to
keep, as we have tried to in the past, a good
conversation going between the Councils with us,
as we do our planning and handl e our sort of base
activities out of our base funds. Wich may

I ncrease slightly but never enough to do the work
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that we're all seemw lling to do --

M5. SIMONDS: W seemto be specifically
tal ki ng about EEJ and sone of those other budget
line itens that the adm nistration is asking an
I ncrease for. So, you know, it's not |ike
sonet hing that you've really done before. |It's
sonet hing new for you. It's new for us, and |

t hi nk you should try to find a way to share sone

of that noney with the Councils. That's -- you
know, |I'm not talking about base, |'mtalking
about - -

M5. COT: | think you both m ght have

j ust spoken past each other, although you've both
made excel lent points. There's you tal king about
Equity and Environnental Justice, correct?

M5. SIMONDS: Well --

M5. COT: Because | think Paul was just
tal ki ng about Il1JA, which is the infrastructure
fundi ng and then the point you're nmaki ng was EEJ.
And so, | just thought -- | just wanted to point
that out. But --

M5. SIMONDS: On. Ckay. Thanks. But
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1 anyway -- but that request still stands. O those
2 funds -- | think there was another line item But
3 can't renenber that right now But I'll cone back
4 to it later.

5 MR COT: Thank you. And Kitty, we did
6 not get -- in FY 22, we requested funds.

7 M5. SIMONDS: Right.

8 M5. COT: -- for Equity and

9 Envi ronnental Justice and got nothing.

10 M5. SIMONDS: And so, for the FY 23 is

11 hopeful, but not certain. And we're also thinking
12 t hat because we put forth a strategy, and | woul d
13 like to hear during the discussion nore about how
14 we do outreach effectively around that. That

15 per haps Congress woul d be nore anenable for FY 23,
16 in funding the EEJ work because they can see a

17 strategy and, you know, specific elenents that

18 they m ght support. But that still as of right

19 now, is of course just a request, right?

20 And so, for you all, that includes, hiring
21 people and training people and all of those kinds of
22 things. And so, again, | amrepeating nyself | think
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you all shoul d share.

CHAI RVAN LU SI:  Okay. Thanks for that
back and forth. For the person that's online
recording, this that third voice in that
di scussion was Janet Coit. | didn't have an
opportunity to call on Janet, but that's who that
was.

kay, that concludes our business. W
have Toml s hand. You have one nore Tonf

MR NES: | do. And thisis alittle
bit in the weeds, and | don't know if you guys
know this, Janet, and Paul, but | wanted to get it
across to you. | don't know if you realized, but
we access our noney to the SAM system And there
was sone weird glitch with the SAM systemthis
year that won't go into, that threatened a | ot of
the Councils with being unable to get their
dollars, bluntly. And just want to highlight, the
work that your Grants O fice did, Ann Naner
(phonetic), and a bunch of other people, who |
don't know all of them to get that fixed. |

mean, this was sonething that we had been working
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on for about four or five nonths on our own and
really didn't get anywhere. And then eventually,
Ann's office and other people at NOAA, and | think
at the Departnent of Commerce finally nmanaged to
get things straightened out. |t was bizarre.
But, you know, you can ask themfor the details,
because | don't understand it, | just wanted to
make sure you were aware of their efforts to nake
sure we coul d spend noney, which is appreciated.
MR. DOREMJS: Thank you Tom and | will
convey that along and very nmuch appreciate the
recognition there. You never know what's the
bureaucracy is going to throw at you. And we've
clearly made it a priority for years, as you know.
This is one of the earliest discussions that |
had, wth all of you, was on getting the funding
flow to you as quickly as possible, we nade a
nunmber of structural changes to do that. And when
things Iike this happen, we got to hear from you
quickly and figure out howto fix it. So, I'm
glad it worked out in that case. And we'll pass

along the conplinment. Thank you very nuch Tom

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



Counci| Coordi nation Comrittee Vol .1 Page:

125

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR LUSI: Eric Reid?

MR. REID: Yeah, thank you, M. Chair.
|"mgoing to stay in the weeds with Tom on his
guestion. It's not that -- well, you've got a |ot
of noney dedicated for offshore wind. And, you
know, we're tal king about maybe novi ng sone noney
around. My question really is, it's not about the
budget, it's, has sonething changed, as far as the
Councils and your ability to actually influence
anyt hing that happens in BOEM? What's the cost
benefit of that giant budget when we're only
advisors? And | just don't know whether or not
that has changed. So, | that's not really a
budget question. But it's in there sonmewhere.

MR LU SI: Janet?

M5. COT: Thank you. Nothing -- howto
say this? So, you know, the regulatory
responsibility that we have under the various
statutes, is where a lot of that funding is com ng
fromand to the point that several of you made, in
order to neet those needs, we're diverting noney

fromother areas. Wi ch neans ot her
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I nfrastructure projects and other things that need
to happen that get regul atory approval are being
del ayed. So, it's inperative that effort is being
| ed through BOEM and the Interior Departnent; is a
train barreling down the track. So, we need that
funding in order to do that reqgulatory work.
Havi ng said that, the work that we're doing every
week to try to influence overall, the Wiite House
and BOEMin terns of sone of the marine issues. |
think we're hopeful. For instance, that survey
mtigation strategy was a joint strategy doesn't
cone wwth funding. W need to make sure we secure
funding. The Fisheries Mtigation Strategy that
BOEMis going to unveil, we've been working to

I nfl uence and i nprove. Nothing specifically has
changed in terns of authorization. And | even
think -- again, a discussion, | believe, for

| ater. But the Councils have been engaged but
don't have clear authority. Even our Central Fish
Habitat is advisory. And we've seen so | think

ri ght now we're doi ng everything we can to

strengt hen our hand, but nothing has really
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materially changed that | could point to.

CHAI RVAN LUl SI:  Ckay, thanks for that,
Janet. Al right, that concludes our business
under this itemon the agenda. |'mgoing to go
ahead and nove to the next itemthat we have for
you today. W're going to receive a fishery
science update by Dr. Jon Hare. | believe | saw
himcone in just a few mnutes ago. Jon, if you
want to join us at the table for your
presentati on.

DR. HARE: Thank you very nmuch. [|'m Jon
Hare Acting Director of Scientific Prograns and
"Il be giving a science update today. There is a
| ot that we could tal k about going on in science
and NOAA Fisheries. And rather than sort of dig
into the details, we wanted to just highlight
three issues that we think are major issues ahead
of us that we need to do our best to address.

Next slide, please. So, these three
| ssues are first, and we've heard about it here a
little bit this nmorning, dimte Change and Mari ne

Resource Managenent. Second issue is Ofshore
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W nd Energy Devel opnent. To Eric's question just
a nonent ago. And then, third issue is adapting
our Survey and Data Collection Enterprise. |I'm
going to go through each one of these in terns of,
you know, what we have been doi ng, what we're
doi ng now, and what we're planning to do in the
future.

Next slide, please. So, Cimte Change
and Mari ne Resource Managenent.

Next slide. Trying to nmake sure we're
staying -- can we go back one? There we go. Just
trying to make sure we're staying where | know we
are. | think we all recognize that climte change
I's having major inpacts on narine ecosystens. You
know, droughts and fl oods, warm ng oceans, |oss of
sea ice, rising seas, ocean acidification, that
sort of statenents are affecting each one of your
region differentially. So, there is a regional
expression of climte change and each one of your
regi ons, but the evidence of climte change is
striking. These inpacts are real on the issues

that we deal with. |It's changing habitats,
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changing distributions of our living nmarine
resour ces, changi ng abundance of our living marine
resources, and changi ng how we as hunans are
interacting wwth the mari ne ecosystem So, it's a
cl ear present challenge that we are facing.

Next slide, please. So, thinking about
where we have been, NOAA Fisheries rel eased a
climate science strategy in 2015. That strategy
envi sions, sort of a, you know, a pyram d of
actions that are needed to address the chall enge.
At the base is science infrastructure, sort of
mai ntai n our surveys, naintain our data collection
prograns nmaintain our assessnent prograns. At
second tier, is track the changes in our
ecosystens and provide early warnings. W have
establ i shed ecosystem status reports in many of
the regions to that track, not just fish
popul ati ons, but track ecosystem conponents as
well. That fifth tier is understanding the
mechani snms of change. That's nore research
oriented. Process research to understand how

war m ng oceans is affecting fish popul ations, or
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how changi ng sea ice is affecting call out of
seals in the in the Al aska region.

That fourth elenent is to really
projecting forward climte change. Most of our
stock assessnent nodels are projecting forward.
Projecting so you all can set catch level. You
know, the climte science strategy calls us to
couple our climte projections with our stock
projections to get a better understanding what's

going to happen in the future. And then those top

three parts of the pyramd, | really think are
what is inportant on the managenent. |It's
devel opi ng adaptive managenent strategies. |It's

robust managenent strategies, and it's really sort
of considering our reference points, dynamc
reference points, or revisiting reference points.
And so, the -- we've been working hard on this in
NOAA Fi sheries since 2015.

Next slide, please. And in terns of
just docunenting sonme of our recent
acconplishnents, three issues I'd like to

hi ghlight one is -- so, next slide. One is we
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just released a five-year progress report on our
climate science strategy. And we descri be
activities that we've taken undertaken in terns of
tracki ng change, assessing vulnerability of fish
and shel |l fish species, assessing vulnerability of
mari ne habitats, assessing vulnerability of marine
mammal s.  Third place where we've made significant
progress is understanding and projecting clinmate
| npacts in the future. W've also been building
capacity to use climate informati on and begi nni ng
to identify climte ready nanagenent strategies.
And these last two are really getting to the top
of that pyramd. And we know we need to do nore
work here. Both there's the ACLIMProject in
Al aska. And there's a Northeast Cinmate
I ntegrated Modeling Project in the Northeast that
are really pilots for how we're going to transl ate
this informati on to nanagenent.

Next slide, please. Another area of
just like the highlight here is the D stribution
Mappi ng and Anal ysis Portal Di sMAP. This portal

Is a national portal that consolidates traw
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survey data fromaround the country and all ows a
user to interact wwth the data to | ook at changes
I n species distributions. There's going to be
sort of a display out here. | think tonorrow,
just sort of a hands-on sort of interactive wth
this portal. And we really think it's a useful
way for all of us to visualize and understand
changes in distributions that have occurred in our
mari ne systens. So, hopefully, you'll have the
chance to check that out tonorrow. And we
certainly wel cone any feedback or recommendati ons
for inprovenents we envision it to just
continually to inprove as we go forward.

Next slide, please. And then, just to
hi ghli ght a recent research acconplishnment, sone
of our researchers |ed out of our Southwest
Fi sheri es Science Center have devel oped an
approach for predicting nmarine heatwaves. And
t hey are now produci ng gl obal forecasts that can
provide up to a year's advance notice of marine
heat waves. So, we think of, you know, how did the

2012 heatwave in the Northeast affect our
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resources? How did the heatwave on the West Coast
af fect our marine resources? And we've devel oped
sort of a forecasting tool that can give us up to
a year advance notice of heatwaves comng in the
future. And this wll really, hopefully, enpower
deci sion nmakers, you all, and stakeholders with

i nformation to help mtigate the inpact of marine
heat waves on the work that we do and on the

| i vel i hoods of people who use the ocean.

Next slide, please. So, in terns of our
future plans, again, |'mgoing to talk about three
| ssues. Sort of our Regional Action Plan drafts,
our Climate Ecosystem and Fisheries Initiative,
and then talk a little bit about our FY 23 budget
request.

So next slide, please. So, as part of
the 2015, National Cimte Science strategy, we
rel eased Regi onal Action Plans. Those regional
action plans have been updated. They're currently
out for public coment. | wanted to | et everyone
know that the comrent period was supposed to close

June 2nd. But we're going to nmake an adj ust nent
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and close the comment period on July 29th. That
hasn't been announced yet, because it has to work
Its way through the Federal Register system But
|' ve been assured that that change is going to
happen. And | could let all of you know about
that here. So, please take sone tine, |ook

t hrough those Regi onal Action Plans. And we very
much view the Councils as partners in this
endeavor, we'd very nuch appreciate any comments,
recommendati ons, or advice that you have around

t hese Regi onal Action Plans.

Next slide, please. Sone of you woul d
have |i kely heard about the Cimte Ecosystens and
Fisheries Initiative. And again, as Northeast
Fi sheries Science Center director. You know, |
know, Vince Saba gave presentations on the effort
at the New England Council at the Md-Atlantic
Council. And | think there have been ot her
presentations in other councils. But this is a
budget proposal, budget initiative, which was part
of the FY 22 budget, which was not funded. So,

It's back into the FY 23 budget. And it envisions
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an end-to-end systemclimte nodel forecasts to
applications to support decision nmakers. 1In the
NOAA Fisheries realm we envision using this
end-to-end systemto support the fisheries
managenent council. So, working with at our
current advice processes, but providing nodern up
to date climte nodel s connected to stock
assessnent nodels or climte nodels connected to
speci es distribution nodels, and then working wth
all of you to devel op those applications to help
manage our nation's fisheries nore sustainably.
Again, this is based on ongoing pilot projects in
Al aska and in the Northeast. And in FY 23,
there's a budget proposal to build out this system
nationally. It's in coordination -- close
coordination with the NOAA Research, which is a
wor|l d expertise in climate nodeling. And it's
also in close coordination with a NOAA Ccean
Service, which has nodeling capability and sort of
a pl ace-based managenent responsibility. So, it's
a true cross NOAA line office initiative.

Next slide, please. And just thinking a
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little bit about sonme of the applications that we
envi sion being able to informwth this end-to-end
system W see it in formng scenario planning
activities. And Md-Atlantic has a Md-Atlantic
New Engl and and South Atlantic have scenario

pl anni ng activity going on now. Pacific Council
just conpleted one. But we inmagine being able to
use this systemto support additional scenario

pl anni ng activities. Supporting risk assessnent
in terns of |ooking forward to our projecting
forward climate change, and allowing us to think
about what risks does that climte change present
to all of us? W can think it's also helpful in
the rapid response. So, think about that marine
heat wave forecast. That's an exanple of what
could be done with this fully built out climte
ecosystem fisheries initiatives.

So, how could you all respond if you got
the indication that there was going to be a marine
heatwave in your area in the next year? Could you
respond to that and make changes?

And we also imagine that it wll be
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useful in ternms of consultations that are done in
our regional offices and by the councils and we
see it being a very useful tool in managenent
strategy evaluation. Either qualitative or
quantitative anal yses. And then, we also see its
use and recovery plans, rebuilding plans. Mny of
those plans are 10 years. Ten years at the
timescale at which climate changes is reasonabl e
to include. And so, we inagine being able to

t hi nk about rebuilding plans with a couple climate
i nformation to be included.

Next slide, please. W have gotten
strong support for the Cimte Ecosystem Fisheries
Initiative fromthe NOAA Science Advi sory Board.
There is 20 mllion dollars in the FY 23 budget
request, 10 mllion dollars for NOAA Fisheries and
10 mllion dollars for NOAA Research. Again,
pilot projects are underway. And then we're
t hi nki ng about how would we build out this system
nore conpletely in FY 23 and beyond and sone of
the areas we' ve been tal king about is, you know,

goes to the conversation we just had about, how
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can we support regional office offices,
sustainable fisheries office, office of protected
resources, and fisheries managenent councils to be
better able to use this information? And we al so
understand that this -- the dimte Ecosystem
Fisheries Initiative needs to be supported by our
observational and research capacity as well. So,
happy to provide nore information about that if
there are questions.

Next slide, please. And so, just to put
a fine point on the budget request, Paul covered
this as well, we have a 10 mllion dollars request
i n our FY 23 budget for the Cimte Ecosystem
Fisheries Initiative.

Next slide, please. That second grand
chal | enge -- just checking. Now that second grand
chal l enge that we see is Ofshore Wnd Energy
Devel opnent. It's nore present in sonme of the
regions and sort of further away in other of the
regions. But | have been involved in
conversations with the Bureau of Ocean Energy

Managenent in the past six nonths where all of our
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regi ons have been discussed. So, | think this is
a national issue, as Janet tal ked about it. You
know, it intersects with pretty nuch everything

t hat NOAA Fisheries does. It intersects with
pretty nmuch everything that fisheries managenent
councils are engaged in. And so, | think it's
sonething that we need to really | ook forward to,
how are we going to, to work to devel op offshore
w nd energy devel opnent, while protecting our
species and while nmaintaining sort of our
fisheries, sustainability, and comunities.

Next slide, please. So, this slide cane
fromBOEM It was sort of their release, about,
you know, future |ease areas. There's a call area
in the Gulf of Maine. Active |leasing in southern
New Engl and and the Md-Atlantic Bight. There's a
call area off the southern Md-Atlantic Bight.
They call it the Central Atlantic. But | think
it's -- fromny perspective, it's the southern
Md-Atlantic Bight. They have as a recent |ease
in the Southeast United States 350 mllion

dollars, | believe, for two | ease areas. There's
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a call areain the @ulf of Mexico, and there's
call areas, both off of Oregon and California that
are (inaudible) to one off of California is noving
forward to leasing. And the one off of Oregon is
bei ng di scussed. You know, again, sone just very
general conversations about potential in Al aska, a
| ot of wind potential. And so, you know, is there
opportunity to devel op there, and then conti nued
conversations about the possibility of offshore

wi nd and a devel opnent of Pacific. So, it's

sonet hing which is a national issue.

Next slide, please. Anyways, on ny
slide, it's the six buckets, the sixth one falls
off the bottom So, it's good that they're all up
there. So, froma NOAA Fisheries perspective,
we've identified six buckets of need. There's the
policy and | egislative needs, you know, not
necessarily the science needs, but very nmuch, you
know, how do as an agency, how do we address the
policy and | egislative requirenents around
of fshore wi nd energy devel opnent, and how it

affects what we do. There are the regulatory
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processes whi ch Janet discussed. And M ke Penney
Is not here today. But |I think he will tell you
about the requlatory |load that offshore w nd
ener gy devel opnent puts on to a regional office, |
think Tomand Chris in the New England Council in
the Md-Atlantic Council will talk can tal k about
sort of the lowthat it puts on to their staff, in
terms of all of the reviews and sort of comment
periods. So, there is that regul atory bucket of
need. And then there's the science to support
that regul atory bucket of need. Qur third bucket.
The Science Center is engaged with the Regi onal
Ofice and reviewing all of the permt
applications and review ng the | ease applications
providing scientific advice around construction
operation plans. So, that those regul atory needs
al so come to our Science Center.

The fourth bucket is sort of the inpact
I ntersections with our survey enterprise. The
Nort heast Fi sheries Science Center, we have -- now
have 13 surveys that have the potential to be

I nteracting with nore offshore wi nd energy
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devel opnent. And that's pretty nuch our full
suite of surveys. And we're trying to understand
how we mtigate our -- how we do our surveys in

| i ght of offshore wind energy devel opnents in our
survey areas. Janet nentioned that we did just
rel ease a survey mtigation strategy. Public
coment for that closed on May 6th. | know sone
of the councils provided comments. And so, we
appreciate that. W have a snmall team of people
who are going through all the comments, and we
hope to have a final strategy by June. 1In the
Nort heast, we would then inplenent that strategy,
forman inplenentation team and start stepping

t hrough the actions. And then in the other

regi ons, we would be working with your regional
of fice and science centers to then sort of
consider the strategy fromtheir regional
perspective, go through a strategy devel opnment
process, hopefully using what the strategy has
been devel oped as a tenplate, and then quickly
stepping into inplenenting the strategy in the

other region. On the sixth bucket of the fifth
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bucket OF need, is science for understanding. You
know, we're in the Northeast arguably be putting
2,000 -- 2,500 fixed wind turbines into the
ecosystem And then the question is, what is that
going to do to nmarine ecosystens structure and
function? That's a science for understanding
guestion. And so, there's a |large need for
science to hel p us understand what the inpacts of
this developnent is going to be to our nmarine
ecosystens. And sonething that NOAA Fi sheries has
started trying to develop a science plan to help
us do that. And then the sixth bucket of need, |
think, canme up earlier, as well is this fishing

I ndustry mitigation, or conpensation. Bureau of
OCcean Energy Managenent is leading a group to

eval uate sort of fisheries industry mtigation.
NOAA Fi sheries has been providing our expertise to
that group and working with that group. And |
know many councils have al so provided input to
that group. And so that's a sixth area of need
that we've identified to date.

Next slide, please. Again, com ng back
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to survey mtigation, that's, you know, where
science really sort of intersects with offshore
wi nd. W' ve got our inplenentation strategy,
which we're finalizing. The strategy identifies
sort of the essential conponents of how we need to
nove forward to mtigate offshore wi nd energy
devel opnent on our surveys. It identifies goals,
obj ectives, which are general and hopefully,
I ntended to be applicable in any region. And then
it identifies specific actions for the Northeast,
which we would take in the next year to start our
mtigation process.

And again, as Janet said, the strategy
Is currently largely unfunded. So, it's, you
know, |aying out this is what we plan to do. And
then we will do what we can to mtigate the
| npacts on our surveys. And this last bullet, you
know, fully intended is developing this to share
our experiences and |l essons with other regions to
hel p quickly transfer the information to the West
Coast to the Southeast. You know, the intent is

to try to get the survey mtigation idea before
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| eases are sold. And thereby try to sort of get
into the mtigation at the begi nning of the
mtigation process, and not sort of think about
mtigation when we've already | eased areas when
there's already construction operation plans that
have been approved.

So, the next slide, please. So, in
ternms of the budget request, there is a large
budget request for offshore wind energy. 1In the
-- nationally, largely focused on the Northeast
region, we've got funding for the fishery science
and technical reviews, which covers buckets two
and three, we've got requests for the survey
mtigation, which is |argely bucket four. Again,
we have funding identified for protected species
envi ronnental reviews, and protected species
sci ence, which again, is |largely buckets, tw and
three. And then we have funding for the fisheries
managenent bucket, which is |largely bucket three.

So, you'll see that there. You know,
we're not trying to at |east get funding for all

t he buckets of need that we've identified. But
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these are the high priority areas that we' ve
identified for FY 23.

Next slide, please. And then in terns
of -- thinking about our survey enterprise. Next
slide, please. So, again, surveys are fundanental
to what we do. They are essential for the work
that you all do sustaining our nmanagenent of our
nation's fisheries. They're fundanental for the
recovery of protected species. They're
fundanental for understanding the inpacts of
climate change on fisheries, on protected species,
on ecosystens, on habitats. And so, that the data
fromthe surveys really fornms the foundation for
our wor k.

Next slide, please. In FY 22, we have
been sort of experiencing sone challenges. This
IS just shows where we are in terns of quarter
one, quarter two. Qur success rate in ternms of
t he surveys conducted on our NOAA vessels, surveys
conducted on charter vessels, and surveys
conducted on small boats. So, we've been largely

successful in FY 22. But we have had three
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surveys that have been cancell ed, those are on the
NOAA platforns. And at the you know, pathway
going fromqquarter to quarter three, we had one
survey that was underway. So, the challenges in
the survey front remain, increasing fuel prices,
we still have, you know, addressing trying to
operate safely in an environnent with COvVID. W
have then sone staffing chall enges on survey
platfornms on the -- | think the maritinme industry
in general, is having sort of a difficult tine.
And, you know, in the econony in general is having
a difficult tinme, keeping trained people in
positions and that is also affecting the NOAA
fleet. So, we have been | argely successful in
‘22, we were |largely successful in '21. FY 20, we
were | argely unsuccessful. So, we are getting
back to our normal survey cadence.

Next slide, please. So, |ooking
forward, we need to sustain this core strength,
and really build additional capacity. Again,
speaking fromny Northeast Fishery Science Center

perspective, | know that there are additi onal
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surveys that we would |li ke to be able to do to add
to our survey portfolio, not sinply maintain our
survey portfolio. And | imagine that many of our
regi ons, many of us, all of you, many of our
science centers are in a simlar situation.
There's nore data that we need, not sinply

mai ntai n our current data collection, or think
about needing to prioritize our current data
collection, and we al so understand that we need to
noderni ze. And this neans eval uating and

I npl enmenti ng new technol ogical platforns for

coll ecting data and enhanci ng wor kf orce
proficiency. During COVID, | think we did do sone
work with Saildrone. Used they're basically

aut ononous vehicles that were able to coll ect
acoustic data, not as a direct one to one

repl acenent for the acoustic data collected from
the fishery survey vessel of Dyson (phonetic).

But there, you know, we've |learned a |lot and there
IS opportunity to use these autononous coll ection
platfornms to a nuch greater degree to help us

sustain and al so, add new data that we're all
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I nterested in obtaining. And then we need to do a
better job, strengthen our survey planning,
prioritization, and managenent. And |I'Il talk a
little bit nore about, you know, how we cane to
recogni ze that with a fine point.

So, next slide, please. In terns of
sustai ning our survey enterprise, this is a bar
chart that shows sort of our successful days at
sea over tine. The blue at the bottom are our
days at sea on the OVMAO White Ship Platfornms. The
orange in the mddle are our days at sea on our
Contract Platform and then to the grayish at the
top is our as our success on our Snmall Boat
Platform \Wat strikes me when | |ook at this is
a decline in our days at sea, which neans a
decline in our ability to collect data that we all
need. And so, fromny perspective, you know, one
of the nost inportant things that we need to do is
turn this trend in the other direction. How do we
collect nore data nore efficiently? And do we
sort of turn the trend in terns of our ability to

conduct our surveys. And | think that's in
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noder ni zi ng our survey data collection, taking
greater advantage of the uncrewed systens and
being nore efficient in our use of contract
vessel s and OVAO vessels.

Next slide, please. So, this point
about strengtheni ng our national survey program
managenent. There we -- Congress requested and
NOAA Fi sheries engaged the National Acadeny of
pr of essi onal --

SPEAKER:  Public Adm nistration.

DR. HARE: National Acadeny of Public
Adm nistration to sort of review fisheries
operations, and one of the areas specifically that
they were at asked to reviewis this sort of a
program managenent around surveys. So, the report
Is available. | believe the link has been shared,
you know, the six, eight nonths ago that it cane
out. And on the science centers led by Ofice of
Sci ence and Technol ogy. Evan Howel |l at the end of
the table, our Director of Ofice of Science and
Technol ogy has been putting a | ot of thought into,

how can we noderni ze our survey program nmanagenent

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



Counci| Coordi nation Comrittee Vol .1 Page:

151

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

as a way to gain efficiencies to help turn that
graph around that | showed in terns of declining
days at sea? So, we start taking the
recomendations to heart. W're starting to frane
out a National Survey Programw th sort of a
nati onal inplenentation, national coordination,
I ntegration, regional inplenentation. W've
conducted a cost analysis to understand the cost,
the full cost of our national survey portfolio.
We have gone through a prioritization exercise
wher eby each region has prioritized every one of
their surveys. And we're starting to use that
prioritization in terns of nmaki ng decisions about
our FY 22 and FY 23 survey execution. And then
we're continuing to evaluate, you know, where are
our gaps in terns of, what are we not coll ecting?
O where are there opportunities to collect
simlar conparable data but using different
pl atforns?

So, you'll be hearing nore about this
National Survey Programin the future. But it's

an enphasis for us to be responsive to this
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recommendation fromthe NAPA review that was --
Congress asked us to undert ake.

You know, going to the next slide,
please. In terns of nodernizing the enterprise.
You know, there's clearly, technol ogy offers
opportunity. And to help us understand the
opportunities that are presented. W've recently
started a next generation data acquisition plan,
whi ch Evan Howel |l again, is leading. And then, |
t hi nk sone of you have been involved in the
wor kshops and the questionnaires that have gone
out in terns of what data do we need to collect.
How do we need to collect it? How often? There's
also a fleet recapitalization plan, which is being
| ed by the Ofice of Marine and Aircraft
perations. And that plan is -- sort of | ooks
forward, what platforns are needed in the future
for NOAA to be successful. Fromour perspective,
it's what platforns are needed in the future for
NOAA Fi sheries to be successful. And that
platformm x includes both ships or all ships,

aircraft, and uncrewed systens. But this fleet
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recapitalization plan is focused on the ship
platfornms specifically. W also understand that,
you know, wi th nodernizing our survey enterprise,
we al so need to nodernize our data managenent, and
our sort of assessnent or ability to conduct
assessnents. So, there is a -- the FIMeffort was
a Fisheries Informati on Modernization effort. And
then we al so have a NMFS Data Vi sion 2022, which
I s developing for us to, you know, think again,
about how we're going to nanage data from our
current survey enterprise, and then, how we are
goi ng to manage data as we nake changes to our
enterprise.

And then we have the, you know, the
surveys are not done sinply to collect data.
Those data are used for purpose. And so, we need
to collect these changes in our survey enterprise,
to the purpose in which the data is being
collected for. So, we see opportunity in the
Climate Ecosystem Fisheries Initiative. W --
there's need for high performance conputing to

anal yze sone of these data. And then we have the
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environnental justice strategy, which we'll be

tal king about. And we also have a fisheries

I ntegrated nodeling effort underway to work sort
of devel oping a national tool box for stock
assessnent, with each region contributing, thereby
sort of furthering that idea of national

coordi nation and integration and regi onal

I npl ementati on and sort of pushing that idea into
our stock assessnent portfolio as well.

Next slide, please. So, the data -- The
use of innovative technol ogi es, uncrewed systens
also all mx. | just want to call out the
Sout heast Region, the Gulf Council, South Atlantic
Council for really breaking ground on the close
kin genetics as a way to estimate popul ati on
abundance. And then trying to work that into our,
you know, assessment processes and management
processes. There is sone real potential there.
And we al so have noderni zing fisheries information
collection and how we're distributing information.
| think DisMAP is an excellent exanple of sone of

t hose i nprovenents. |It's taking our regional
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survey dat abases and di spl ayi ng those dat abases in
one national framework. So, we can understand
what ' s happening at the national |evel. But using
our regional |evel information. There is, you
know, a | ot of opportunity around artificial
intelligence and nmachi ne | earning. You know,
utility in our electronic nonitoring, sort of
capacity, utility in sort of how we are anal yzi ng
| arge data sets, the acoustic data sets in
specific. So, trying to optim ze the use of those
sort of conputing technol ogies. And then we have
you know, the intent of the next generation data
acquisition plan to really think about our next
generation anal ytical and nodeling tools.

Next slide, please. So again, is that
process is ongoing now. There have been
opportunities to gather your feedback. And |I hope
that you're able to stay engaged, and Evan Howel |
again, can provide nore information if you're
interested. But we did do a questionnaire to
collect needs. And then there are five public

| i stening sessions to capture information. And in
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t hose five sessions, we had nore than 300
attendees. So, the intent is to gather a broad
perspective on what our data needs are going to
be, and then develop this draft data acquisition
pl an.

Next slide, please. And this is ny | ast
slide. So, you know, we've, froma science
perspective, have identified these three grand
chal | enges, recognizing that there are chall enges
across our science portfolio. But |ooking up and
trying to |l ook ahead a little bit further fromthe
day to day, we really see dinmate Change, Ofshore
W nd Energy Devel opnent, and this need to adapt
our survey enterprise as those three |onger-term
chal | enges that we are focusing on. And
devel opi ng pl ans around how to approach -- how to
address these chal |l enges.

So, I'll stop there. And |I'm happy to
t ake any questi ons.

CHAI RVAN LU SI . Ckay, Jon, thank you
very nmuch for the presentation. There was a | ot

of information packed into that. So, we'll take a
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little bit of tinme at this point, if anyone has
any questions or comments they'd like to nmake to
Jon. This time. John?

MR. CARM CHAEL: Yeah, trying to catch
nmy breath. That was a lot Dr. Hare. | guess,
sort of a big, big picture question, |ooking at
all that, inits totality, and thinking about the
situation of a region, |like the Southeast wth
many unassessed species, and, you know, trying to
get back to where we used to be nuch |ess, you
know, get to the future, you know. The sort of a
question is, how do you see us being able to say,
restore the capabilities, considering, |ike, the
days-at-sea exanple. You know, then naintain
that, and then actually build it to the point
where, you know, we can do what's expected under
the SFA, much less is likely to be expected under
climate ready fisheries. And then you know,
dealing with wind power, environnental justice,
climate change, all that. You know, to nmake sure
t hat basics are covered. Surveys, catches, life

history. Now, there's all those conpeting
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resources for that, and certainly appreciate the
| nportance of surveys, | |ike that you highlighted
how critical those are. Because, you know, if
you're trying to nmanage fisheries as just catch,
it's very difficult. You know, surveys are
critical. And in many cases, we don't have
surveys. And while we have in this sonewhat of an
expansi on of fishery independent surveys, sone of
our | ong-standi ng ones have been greatly reduced.
And they're doing practical things that hurt
assessnents, like they can't put the effort into,
life history research that nay have been done in
t he past, because they have to spend nore of the
avai | abl e funds on just doing the basic data
collection at days-at-sea. You know, so in many
cases, you know, we really are | osing ground.

O her regions are sharing, you know There's --
you hear things about port sanpling being cut in
sonme areas -- surveys been cut in sone areas and
all of that stuff. Assessnent abilities,
certainly in our region is a constant struggle,

getting assessnents that are tinely, and not
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greatly out of date. So, you know, when in many
areas where, | like to say, still trying to catch
up with the SFA after al nost 25 years.

And you've got all these other conpeting
priorities on science, you know. So, what are the
t houghts on doi ng as Paul said a couple of tines.
W' Il have to do nmake decisions about what we do
and what we don't do based on the resources.

And | think around nost of the Councils
we sort of feel like, we really have to focus on
neeting those basics, first. Let's raise all
ships up to sone mnimal |evel, you know.

There's, you know, there's sone basic |evel of
assessnment. So, we're not saying setting catch
| evel s on just -- you know, setting ABCs, and
such, just on catch.

DR. HARE: An excellent question. Thank
you for summarizing the state of play. And |’
try to answer sort of two different answers,
right? | think, in ternms of, you know, focusing
on what we need to do now and not focusing

forward. | think, you know, clinmate change, and
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of fshore w nd devel opnent is now. You know, to
not account for those in our current, you know,

sci ence and managenent is fromny perspective, |
think it's a conversation we can have, it's not
really tenable. Because we know climate change is
affecting species distributions. W know climate
change is affecting species productivity, which
are really at the heart of what we're trying to do
in ternms of sustainable fisheries, simlar to

of fshore wnd. So, then your point, simlar to

t he second answer, you know, how do we -- we've
got these new chall enges, which are affecting our
fundanental work, but we're not able to really
support our fundanental work at the capacity that
we would like to. And |'ve sort of conme to -- and
you know, Paul articulated this and MAFAC as wel |,
right? You know, there's sort of three, we have
to work all three options at the sane tine. And
those three options are, nake sure we're naking

t he best use of our current resources. And that
gets into sort of the prioritization and

efficiency and in trying to really, you know, hold
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on. | think we've done a |lot of honing, right,
you know, for past 10 years, we've been honi ng but
we need to go back and try to get whatever
efficiencies we can out of our current resources.

Second, is, you know, continue to
articulate the need for new resources, and
articulate, you know, what new resources get you.
And so, from ny perspective, you know, new
resources, get to sustainable fisheries get to,
you know, recovery of protected species, which can
take the pressure off of fishing. Gets you, you
know -- fishing as an economic driver is a highly
di stributed economc driver. So, it gets you sort
of , you know, econonics that are nuch nore
di stributed and focusing on sone of the other
I ndustries. So, really connecting the argunent
for new resources to what you're going to --

(Audi o drop).

CHAI RVAN LUI SI: When you receive a
report that Congress sort of requested by a group
like this is the agency -- will we be bound to

| npl emrent the recommendati ons of the report or can
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t he agency treat those recomrendati ons as usef ul
i nput? Janet?

M5. COT: So, the |ladder. W're not
vying for Congress appropriated a mllion dollars
for that report, and they're a well-known
institution with nmuch credibility that does this
kind of work. And we are |ooking at the
recomrendati ons as an opportunity to do better,
but we're not conpelled explicitly to inplenent
t hem havi ng said that, Jon and Evan are | eading
the effort on the survey side. There were very
| nportant recommendati ons around i nproving
I nteractions with Congress around inproving
transparency or whether --

(Audi o drop).

CHAIRVAN LU SI . W' re back.

M5. COT: |Is this working?

MR. PEARSON: Yeabh.

M5. COT: Awesone. In regard to the
NAPA Report, we have a plan of action in regard to
each of the recommendations. And we'll have |ater

this year, a plan that spells out how we're
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responding to each and many of them are well
taken. And we will take the recommendati ons and
others we feel are either under advisenent for
things we're already doing.

CHAI RMAN LUI SI:  Thank you. Go ahead,
Bill.

MR. TWEIT: Thanks, and then this may
actually just go to the point you just nmade. But
I"'mtrying to figure out what el evate the national
program nmanagenent nodel neans. And |'mworried
that it represents a departure froman area that
-- a departure fromthe current practice in an
area that at |east sonme of the councils have
expressed really concern -- really deep concern
about in the past. As an NMFS has devel oped the
tools for prioritizing survey effort wthin
exi sting resources. And as we've worked with
NVFS, to hel p shape those tools. | know ny
Council, and as well as sone others have expressed
real concern that those tools not be used cross
council. That they just be used within each

region, at least, to prioritize wthin region.
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And we thought the tools were probably useful and
appropriate for wwthin region. But we had real
concerns about their utility or their

appropri ateness and being used cross region. This
feels like this m ght be noving towards cross
region, it feels like it mght be using those
tools cross regionally in ways that at |east sone
councils have expressed sone very, very strong
concerns about in the past. And so, |I'm wondering
If you can give ne a little bit nore insight in

t he what el evating the nodel neans.

DR. HARE: Yes, so | think we've tal ked
about that w thin NOAA Fisheries and we recognize
that each region is distinct. That's why we have
regi onal fisheries managenent councils. That's
why we have regional offices. That's why we have
sci ence centers, you know, nore specific. And so,
we're sort of describer to defining what that
national nodel |ooks like. But in ternms of
surveys, we're, you know, our top priority is to
neet the regional priorities. And so that's kind

of its -- kind of takes what you just described
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and elevates that. So, that's our national
priority, is to neet regional priorities. And
then as you know, how do we allocate funds anong
regions? It gets alittle stiffer, |ike tougher
there, particularly as our resources available to
surveys are nore limting. And so, we're trying
-- we're going to continue to work on this idea of
bal anci ng regional priorities but using each
region's priorities as the way to sort of achieve
that balance. | don't know if that answers your
question or, but it helps you understand a little
for -- mtigates the concern a little bit.

CHAIRVMAN LU SI: Bill?

MR TWEIT: Well, it does, | was hoping
that, as you described that you were going to say
that you anti ci pated ongoi ng conversations with
the Councils as part of that. And | didn't hear
you say that.

DR HARE: Yes. So, | wll say that we
antici pate an ongoi ng conversation with the
Councils as we do it. W're just, you know --

we're trying to -- we're taking the
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recomendati ons, we're facing sone -- you know,
you saw t he graph on survey on the sort of days-at
sea-avail able; the survey. So, we are sort of
under -- we recogni ze we're under survey pressure
of -- and we recognize and take the NAPA
recommendation to heart. That we really need to
t hi nk about it not as five or, you know, siXx
regi onal problens, but as a national problem
that's inplenented regionally. And so, we're
trying to sort of, you know, structure what woul d
a national survey program | ooked |ike, that is
responsive to regional need. And we wll
certainly be discussing that with the Councils as
we nmake progress on it. But | don't know, Evan,
i f you want to add anythi ng? Because the Ofice
of Science and Technol ogy, as you know, they are
our national coordinator, integrator on this
survey program i dea.

CHAI RMAN LUI SI:  Evan?

MR. HOWELL: Yeah, thanks, Jon. | think
that | would keep that sanme frame of conversation.

Which is we keep the regional specificity. That's
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about the highest we want to roll up because we
have regi onal needs that we're not going to be
able to generalize nationally. But we find
ourselves in a lot of conversations, especially
Wi th appropriators trying to explain this survey
program and how nuch it costs and what is needed.
And then as we try to | ook towards
basi ng, getting back to baseline. And one of the
core things that we need to do as well is trying
to invest in nodernizing things, being able to
speak of it nationally, but also for us
internally, being able to understand what it costs
for us and what we're willing to, you know,
reprogram or nove towards a national program
Wt hout know ng the bounds of that national
program we have troubl e because there's just --
it's nore than just the sum of the regional needs.
W need to ook it off to the national investnent
we're going to nmake for nodernization that we
coul d make in one region, and then work backwards
to apply across other regions. So, | don't see us

ever going to a one to end to end continuous I|ist,
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where we have surveys that are ranked one, two,
three, four, five. But we have nore of a regional
prioritization that we mght put in terns of tiers
of priorities, and absolutely have to have for
base essentials necessary to have and not nice to
have. That's the right way to put it at this
point. But sonething that sounds a | ot better
than right now, yeah. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LU SI ;' Thanks, Evan. FEric
Rei d?

MR. REID: Thank you, M. Chair. And
t hank you, Dr. Hare. So, | know you're only
reading a screen in this big. So, you m ght have
m ssed the point where you were going to talk
about how you're going to handle fisheries
dependent data and possibly integrate that.
Things |ike study fleet to augnent with, you know,
when you have a problem So, how does that al
fit into helping this thing out?

DR. HARE: Yeah, | nean, you know,
cooperative research is a very effective way for

us to achi eve many of our survey goals. And so,
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you know, in every region, there are cooperative
research funds. And those funds are used for, you
know, many different projects, but in many
regi ons, they're supporting survey enterprise.
You nmentioned study fleet. Study fleet is a
program which is run on commerci al vessels.
Wher eby the vessels report tow by tow And that
tow by-tow i nformation is then used as in-stock
assessnents as a -- like a catch per unit effort,
type of index. There's also in the Northeast,
which | know well. There's the Gulf of Mine
bottomlong |ine survey, which is done from
comercial platforns was designed and is used to
augnment our bottomtrawl survey. Recognizing the
bottomtrawl survey is not effective around hard
bottom bottomlong |line survey was designed to
sanpl e those hard bottom areas and then conpare
back to the bottomtraw survey.

So, you're right, | think there is a |ot
of opportunity for us. And that goes into that
sort of the partnership bucket, right? How can we

better partner with industry, fishing industry,
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recreational industry, comrercial industry to

coll ect data, which can help us -- help all of us
in ternms of managing fisheries? So yes, thank you
for bringing that point up.

CHAI RMAN LU SI:  Eric?

MR. REID: Yeah, no problem dad to do
it. But you know, the big -- |I nean, you're
aski ng what the biggest chall enges are, and to ne,
It's maintaining your surveys, you know,
financially, but also, you know, offshore wind is
going to be a giant nightmare. The Wite Ships,
what ever you want to call them they're not going
to be able to get into those areas. And that's
the ones that are on nonopiles. So, you know,
devel opi ng sone programw th the industry.

Smaller platforns that are towi ng the sane gear as
yours are towng. Now that to ne, that's a

W n-wn situation. But you know, the other issue
| have, is we understand what a Monopil e | ooks
like. It's a, you know, the stick sticking out of
the bottom How are you going to deal with

floating wind, which is a giant spider web of, I
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don't know what that's going to | ook |ike?
There's a ot of different designs for floating
wi nd. But, you know, you're tal king about

devel oping a tenplate and noving it around the
coast. | nean, | don't know how you're going to
develop a tenplate for sonething that's going to
change everywhere you go.

DR. HARE: Yeah, you know, |'m not
trying to be funny here. But | don't think it's
just the science problem | think you know, we're
-- it's, you know, for our fishing industry in
general. How are they going to operate, you know?
How they're going to operate round fix turbines?
| s one question. How they're going to operate in
floating arrays? |s another question and your
poi nt exactly, right. You know, float -- there's
many different ways you can set up a floating
array, so it's multiplying the problem And
that's why, you know, sort of -- the GQulf of
Maine, a call area will largely be floating.

The Md- Atlantic, there's two sections,

there's one section on the shelf, which wl|l
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|ikely be fixed. And the section off the shelf,
which would likely be floating. Wst Coast, |
think, is all floating. So, we really need to,
you know, think about how we're going to survey
t hese areas, but also work with our industry
partners, in terns of what types of fishing wll
they be able to do in and around these areas, and
you know, as possibility to hel p them adapt
fishing nethods, as well as hel pi ng us adapt our
survey nethod. But you're right is | think,
wor ki ng col | aboratively going back to this point
that Jon raised, we need to address these problens
t oget her.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  Thanks, Jon. Thanks,
Eric, for bringing that up. W have tine for one
nore comment or question from nenbers around the
table. Tom N es?

MR NES: So, M. Chair, in your
I ntroductory conmments today, | think you nentioned
an issue that | didn't knowif you were going to
bring it up later. | was interested in hearing

nore detail. Sonething about port sanpling.
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CHAI RVAN LU SI:  Yeah. | want to turn
to Chris, to bring that topic up.

DR. MOORE: Thank you, M. Chair. So,
this is actually sonmething that tees off of what
John Carmchael said earlier, and it's a specific
related to lack of basic information. And it's
sonething that Jon -- Jon Hare is very famliar
with. It's sonething we've tal ked about before
and that is reduced port sanpling, biological
sanpling. So, |ast week, we were at a NRCC
neeting, and we received a briefing from GARFO
that indicated that we're |ooking at a 50 percent
reduction in nunber of sanples, which sounds bad.
And it gets worse when you think about what the
i nplications are for that 50 percent reduction,
which Jon is fully aware of. And then, the
I nplications are that you're going to have nore
uncertainty with the assessnents, which is going
to lead to | ower ABCs.

So, given that we have explored with the
regi on and had a good conversation | ast week about

It, as to exactly how nuch noney are we tal king
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about, relative to getting back to the |levels that
we had a couple of years ago. W' ve got
reductions over the last three years. W're

| ooki ng at around 900, 000 dollars to get back to
2017, 2018, 2019 levels. And that's just to keep
It you know, |evel because what we - what we've
been faced wth, the region has been faced wth,
IS increasing contract costs and | evel budget. So
not, you know, dissimlar to sone of the other
things that you're dealing with as well. But this
Is a very critical basic program That's

| nportant to a nunber of the fisheries and stocks
in the Northeast. So, |I'mnot sure where that
takes us. You said you don't have a check book.
So, you can't wite the check. But certainly for
900, 000 dollars relative to other things that

we' ve been tal king about, | think it mght be a

good investnent. So --

DR. HARE: Thank you for that. | nean,
one question is, | knowit's an issue in sort of
M d- Atl antic and New Engl and. You know, |ike one

thi ng we should probably do is find out if it's a
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concern. Wichis, you known, is it tw council s?
And how t he Northeast Fisheries Science Center and
GARFO i s nmaking decisions, or is it a broader
national issue? And so that would be one thing.
|"d be curious how it gets, you know, for people
to provide feedback on that. And then in terns of
a 900, 000-dol I ar cost. Yeah, we can tal k about
how we coul d possibly cone up with that. But
again, it's not going to be pretty.

DR. MOORE: Yeah. Thanks for that. One
ot her group you didn't nention is the Conm ssion.

DR. HARE: Yep. Correct. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LUl SI:  Ckay, thanks for that.
As | prom sed you to be done at 5:00 today. W --
so we have a little free tinme before the reception
this evening. W are at 4:30. So, I'mgoing to
go ahead and nove on to the last item on our
agenda today. W have a l|legislative update. And
we have two presenters. The first one is Dave
Whal ey is the independent contractor to the CCC.
Wel cone, Dave, and we | ook forward to your report.

MR. WHALEY: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
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know there are a | ot of new faces around the table
since we last net in person, so let ne just

I ntroduce nyself. M nane is Dave Whaley. As the
chai rman nentioned, |'m an i ndependent contractor
that works for the CCC. | track congressional
actions and | try and report on fisheries and
ocean issues, to let councils know what Congress
Is up to that mght affect how you manage the
nation's fisheries.

Just to give you a little background, |
wor ked on Capitol H Il for 32 years. | was
I nvol ved in both the | ast mmjor reauthorizations
of the Magnuson Act, both '96 and 2006, so |I've
been around. | know a little bit about how the
Magnuson Act worKks.

As with Council neetings, it's been a
little difficult to watch Congress do all of their
work virtually. In the old days a | ot of work got
done in the hallways after hearings. Right now,
nost of the hearings that are being held are
either hybrid or virtual. 1In fact, one of the

| ast hearings that | watched nenbers, rather than
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going to the hearing room which was in the sane
bui | ding where their offices were, they were
sitting in their offices participating virtually.
It's alittle disheartening to see that happen.
So nmuch good | egislation cones when nenbers

I nteract and tal k.

You can go to sone of the hearings. On
the Senate side it's a little bit easier, they are
havi ng i n-person hearings. On the House side it's
alittle nore difficult. |If you want to get into
a hearing, you have to get cleared and you have to
have a congressional staffer cone and get you and
take you to the hearing. So, it's a little harder
to participate or actually watch heari ngs.

| do this every tine, and |'m sure sone
peopl e probably get bored with ne doing it, but
I"mgoing to give you a little civics |esson for
t hose of you who haven't renenbered your high
school civics. Every Congress lasts for two
years. W're in the second half of the 117th
Congress, which neans this Congress will end the

end of Decenber of this year. Wen a Congress
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ends, the slate gets w ped clean. Any legislation
t hat has not passed, goes away, and in order for

It to be considered in the next Congress, it has
to be reintroduced. Because we're at the end of a
Congress, this is where everybody realizes their
bills haven't gotten passed and they start

pushing. Everybody wants their bill passed. So,
this is the tine of year where we see a | ot of
activity.

Time's getting short. Right now,

i ncl udi ng this week, |ooking at the House
schedul e, the House is only in session for another
39 days before the election. After the election
there are scheduled to be another 17 days of
session. So we're looking at not a lot of tine to
get things done.

As many of you know, there's going to be
an election in Novenber. Wy is this inportant?
According to Politico, there is a likely chance
that the House of Representatives wll flip to
Republ i cans being in charge and there's a

possibility that the Senate wll also flip.

Anderson Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- ww. andersonreporting. net



Counci| Coordi nation Comrittee Vol .1 Page:

179

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Wy is that inportant? WelIl, the party
that's in charge gets the chai rmanship of the
commttees. The chairman sets the schedul e, the
chai rman deci des what bills get heard, the
chai rman deci des when hearings are going to be
hel d. The chairman gets nore staff, the chairnman
gets nore funding. The chairnman deci des who the
W tnesses will be, soit's good to be the chair.

Goi ng back to Cvics 101, every nenber
of the House of Representatives is up for election
I n Novenber. They serve two-year terns, so they
serve for one Congress. One-third of the Senate
Is up for re-election, which nmeans this year there
are 34 senators up for re-election, soit's a
pretty big year.

Let nme tal k about sone | egislation
that's going on right now that's noving.

Cbvi ously the nost inportant for you guys is the
Magnuson- St evens Act Reaut hori zati on.

There are two bills that have been

I ntroduced, both on the House side, H R 59 that

was i ntroduced by Congressman Young from Al aska
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and H R 4690 which was introduced by Congressnan
Huf fman from California, who is the chair of the

Water, Ccean, and WIldlife Subcommttee, which is
t he subcomm ttee which takes action on fisheries

bills.

There was a hearing held | ast Novenber
on both of those reauthorization bills as well as
t he Forage Fish Conservation Act, which a |ot of
you have | ooked at in the past. Two of the folks
who testified at that hearing are here today,
Janet Coit and Marc Gorelnik. Marc testified on
behal f of the CCC, when he was chair of the CCC
| ast year; did a great job. All hearings that
have been held are vi deotaped or webcast or
what ever. You can go back and watch any of those
hearings. So, if you want to go back and see the
heari ng on Magnuson, it is on the commttee's
websi t e.

After the hearing, there were sone
negoti ati ons that went on or at |east discussions,
| shoul d say, between Congressman Young and

Congressman Huf f man about trying to figure out
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sonme m ddl e ground between the two bills. There
were sonme very clear simlarities, especially on
data coll ection and science. There were also sone
very big differences. So, there were sone
negoti ati ons that were goi ng on between the
menbers and their staffs.

Unfortunately, Congressman Young passed
away in March really suddenly. Follow ng his
passi ng, Congressman Huf f man announced that he was
going to suspend further action on the Magnuson
Reaut hori zation until a new nenber could be
el ected to that seat from Alaska. That w Il not
happen, or sonebody will not be seated until
Septenber. So, that nmakes it very unlikely that
we w Il see nuch nore action on Magnuson, at | east
on the House si de.

On the Senate side, no reauthorization
bills have been introduced. No hearings have been
hel d. And when we had sone Senate staff who
participated in the CCC neeting a little over a
year ago fromboth sides of the aisle, there was

I ndi cations that nenbers of the Senate were not
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I nterested in | ooking at that reauthorization at
this point.

Sone other bills that are noving or have
just been signed, as was nentioned, a bill was
just signed by the President to anend the S-K Bil
to create six new regions that woul d advi se the
Secretary on spending the S-K noney. | think the
Secretary has 90 days to inplenent that, so we
shoul d be seeing sone action on that fairly
qui ckly.

A bill has just passed both in the House
and the Senate. W're waiting on seeing when
it'll be sent to the President. It's The South

Fl ori da C ean Coastal Waters Act. Deals wth

har nful al gal bl oons and hypoxia. |'m expecting
that it'll be noncontroversial and the Secretary
will sign that.

One other bill that | tal ked about to
sone of you earlier is HR 4521, the Anerica
Creating Qpportunities for Manufacturing,
Pre- Em nence in Technol ogy, and Econom c Strength

Act or the Anmerica COWETES Act. This started out
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as a 30-page bill to help the Anerican

sem conductor industry and help the U S. becone
nore conpetitive. Right nowit's in conference,
and the Senate version is 2,326 pages and the
House version is 3,610 pages. Fifty-four pages
are just the table of contents in the House
ver si on.

The reason | bring it upis, there are a
| ot of fish provisions in this bill, which is now
I n conference. Conferences between the House and
the Senate are one of those cl osed-door,
snoke-filled roons where there's not a | ot of
transparency. So, when bills get to conference
and they're 3,000 pages long, there's a | ot of
opportunity for m schief.

Just to go real quickly through sone of
the specifics in the bill. 1I1n the Senate Bil
there's the Shark Fin Sales Elimnation Act, and
there's also a country of origin |abeling
provi sion for king and tanner crab. |In the House
side, there's the Illegal Fishing and Forced Labor

Prevention Act. The reason | bring that up is it
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woul d expand the SIMP Programto all inported
seafood within two years. It would also require
any fishing vessel |onger than 65 feet while
operating in the navigable waters to have an Al S
syst em onboard.

The House bill also includes the Drift
Net Mbderni zation and Bycatch Reduction Act, a
significant provision dealing with marine manmal
research and response; several coral reef
provi sions; a sense of Congress dealing wth buy
Ameri can seaf ood; several National Acadeny
studi es, including one on offshore aquacul ture.
The bill also includes the Shark Fin Sal es
El i mnation Act and sone nore | UU Prograns, as
well as quite a bit on blue carbon, and finally,
provi sions dealing with working waterfront.

So, just real quickly, to wap up a
coupl e other things, the appropriations for 2023
appear to be on target. There have al ready been
three hearings with another scheduled, so that's a
good si gn.

And lastly, | just want to highlight
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sonet hing that goes on every year, it's called
Capitol Hill Cceans Wek. It used to be a close
col | aborati on, where they brought a | ot of
scientists in and a |lot of academ cs and a | ot of
people in the industry to talk to congressi onal
staff, have good interaction with people in the

I ndustry and in acadenmics. |It's becone a little
bit nore detached. There's less interaction wth
congressional staff than there used to be. But
one of the reasons | bring it up is there's a
panel on Tuesday, June 7th, titled "Food fromthe

Sea," and our own Paul Doremus is going to be the
noderator. There are three panelists, and the one
thing that concerns ne a little bit is two of them
are academ cs and one of themis (inaudible)
aquacul ture. So, we're tal king about food from
the sea and there's nobody fromthe commerci al
fishing industry that's going to be involved in
that. So that's a little bit worrisone. But part
of the reason | bring it up is since Paul's the

noder at or, maybe we can feed hi m sone questions

and he can push the discussion a little nore our
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way .

So, wiwth that, M. Chairman, |'ll answer
any questions you have, and | know Tom has a
presentation as well.

CHAI RMAN LUI SI:  Yeah, | appreciate
that, Dave. W'Il|l get to Tomin a mnute. Let's
take sonme tine, if anyone has any questions for
Dave now s the tine. Any questions? Any
comments? Bill?

MR TWEIT: Thanks, M. Chairman.

Thanks, Dave, for all your work throughout the
year on this. Wen it's in conference, and | know
you said things can get -- they can be hard to
trace what's going on there, but if a provision is
i n one of the House's starting docunent, but not
in the other, what are the odds then that it nakes
It through? |s there any sort of -- if it's in
both, | think, it's obviously pretty good odds,

but if it's in only one, the odds are
substantially decreased. |I|s that right?

MR. WHALEY: The nore controversial it

Is, the less likely it stays in. 1t also depends
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on who's running the conference. For exanple, the
Depart nent of Defense Authorization Bill had sone
mari ne manmal provisions in it. Nobody fromthe
Armed Services Commttees wanted to deal with
mari ne manmal s, and so it was dropped. The
original intention of this bill was to deal with

t he sem conductor industry and nake the U. S. nore
conpetitive in technol ogy. Again, marine manmal
things may or may not make the cut.

One of the other issues is the nunber of
conferees. There are 15 of the 20 House
conmttees that are represented on the Conference
Commttee. | counted 85 total nenbers of the
House who are conferees. That nmekes it harder to
get agreenent. So, if the goal is to get this
| egi sl ati on enacted by the end of the year,
they're going to have to start cutting things.

MR. TWEIT: The one provision that you
didn't nmention, because | think it's buried in one
of the ones you did nention, that we're -- the
North Pacific Council (phonetic) is tracking one

of them is the RQE funding provision. And it's
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just in one, it's not in both, correct? |
under stood you correctly, that it's just in the
House version?

MR. WHALEY: Correct, it's just in the
House versi on.

VMR, TWEI T: Thank you.

MR. WHALEY: However, that is part of
the Drift Net Bill, which could nove separately.
As you may renenber, it was passed by House --
both the House and the Senate, and sent to the
Presi dent | ast Congress, so there is precedent for
novi ng that.

MR. TWEI T: Thank you.

CHAIRVAN LU SI:  Ckay. So, | was doing
alittle sidebar with Chris. Any other questions,
comments for Dave? Ckay, seeing none, Dave, thank
you very nuch for all the work that you do
i nform ng the CCC on |l egislative topics.
Appreciate it very nuch.

Al right. Qur last itemtonight is a
presentation by Tom Nies, who is New Engl and's

Executi ve Director. So | want to turn it over,
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Tom to you for the Legislative Wirk G oup Report.

MR. NIES: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
"Il try to get through this pretty speedily. |I'm
going to give a report on the Legislative Wrk
G oup obviously. But first, | thought it m ght be
worthwhile if we just all rem nd ourselves a
little bit of Congressman Young and his
contributions to fisheries.

He was elected | think 24 tinmes out of
Al aska starting in 1973. So, he's been associ at ed
with fisheries |onger than even sonebody el se at
this table, I think. Over that tinme, he chaired
t he House Resources Committee for about six years,
t he House Transportation Commttee for | think
anot her six years. But nore inportantly to us, |
thi nk he was one of the original authors of the
MSA, which he always told us was m snaned and
shoul d have been called the "Young Studs Act". He
was a strong supporter clearly of fisheries and
fisherman, and clearly felt the regional council
-- the fisheries managenent councils were

| nportant to sustai nable fisheries and supported
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us.

Alot of tinmes, | think we forget what a
uni que nmanagenent system we have here. |It's one
of the fewin the world, nmaybe the only one in the
wor |l d, where not only fisherman, but al so other
st akehol ders are at the table when decisions are
made on how to nanage fisheries and have a | ot of
I nfl uence on when it gets done. | just hope that
we all renenber all of the contributions of
Congressman Young and don't forget his support for
sustainable fisheries in the U S

Movi ng on, these are the nenbers of the
Legi sl ative Work Group who have done a little bit
of work over the last six nonths. Al of the
councils are represented, and all of these people
contribute quite a bit to the report and the work,
so | just want to nmake sure they're recogni zed.

Qur activities really boil down to three
things. W hel ped past Chairman M. CGorelnik
prepare his testinony for the reauthorization
hearing in Novenber. W've held one neeting. W

took a Look at | guess |'d say the | ack of
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novenment on a lot of the bills that had been
circulating, including MSA Reauthorization. And
we deci ded that what we should focus on was take a
cl ose | ook at our Forage Fish Consensus Statenent
and it's in our MSA working paper, and perhaps
update it a little bit.

So, that's exactly what we did, and we
are going to | ook for CCC approval of the revised
statenent. |'mnot going to put it on the board
because in our council, we have a rule that it's
got to fit on one page and this woul d take about
four. So we're not going to put it on the board,
but it's in your binder and on the webpage, wth
both the current version and the new version. W
added sone text in the new version that is
mar gi nal ly substantive and that text that we added
in the new version is yellow. But nore
i nportantly, | think we restructured the Forage
Fi sh Consensus Statenent a little bit because over
the years we've been adding things to it, and it
got alittle bit -- it didn't really read well

basically. And thanks to particularly one of the
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menbers of our Legislative Work G oup, who's
sitting over there, we nmanaged to get it
rewitten, so |l think it flows a |lot better, and
that's the big advantage to it.

So, wth that | would suggest that we
just consider approving that. 1'd be happy to
answer any questions on the changes we nmade, if
there are any. But if not, | suggest we just go
ahead and try and get the consensus st atenent
approved, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  Ckay, thanks Tom
Before we bring that -- before we get to that, |et
nme see if anybody has any questions for you, Tom
Eric? No, no questions? Anything regarding the

consensus statenent? Any questions for Tom Eric

Rei d?

MR. REID: No, | don't see any
guestions, M. Chairman. |'m happy to nake a
notion to that effect if you want. | think M.

Pearson has it already. Wenever you're ready for
it.

CHAI RVAN LUI SI:  Go ahead.
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MR. REID: kay. Draft notion, | nove
that the CCC approves the updated Forage Fish
Consensus Statenent prepared by the Legislative
Wrk Goup. And if there's no discussion, there
you go. |If | can get a second, | don't have any
rationale, so it's fine.

CHAI RVAN LUl SI: Understood. Thank you.
Bill Tweit? Second?

MR, TWEI T: Second.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  Second. Any di scussion
on that notion? Any nenbers around the tabl e have
anything they'd like to discuss on the notion? |Is
there any objection to the notion? Seeing no
objection, notion carries by consent. Ton?

MR. NIES: That concludes ny report, M.
Chai r.

CHAIRVMAN LU SI: Geat, that was a | ot
faster than | thought it was going to be. kay,
so that concl udes our business today. | do want
to offer, as | nentioned before the neeting began,
| do want to offer the public an opportunity to

provide public comment. |s there anyone here in
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t he audi ence that would |like to provide any public
coment at this tinme? |Is there anyone
participating on the webinar? GCkay, all | see is
Geg. |Is that Geg D donenico?

MR. DIDOVENI CO That is.

CHAI RMAN LUl SI:  There you go, Geg.

MR. DI DOMENI CO.  Can you hear ne?

CHAI RVAN LUI SI: Loud and cl ear.

MR. DI DOVENI CO.  Excellent. Just for
clarification, | got a copy of your presentation
on the economcs in the Md- Atlantic. In the
future, iIf we're going to do a conparison between
recreational and comrercial values, it would be
hel pful not just to portray the val ue of
comrercial landings in ex-vessel price only. It
woul d be hel pful and useful, | think, for a fair
conparison that would include our multipliers of
econom c inpact. | have seen those as high as
four, six, or eight tinmes ex-vessel price.

So, | knowit's a difficult conparison,
especially between regions. But it would be

hel pful in the future to do sonething a little bit
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nore than ex-vessel price, because the conparison
appears a little msrepresented and a little
skewed. Because we take so much of the other
econom c conparisons and economc nultipliers and
recreational expenses, it offsets it alittle bit
too much. So, in the future I think that would be
hel pful, especially if this type of presentation
is taken farther than this. | would hate to have
that characterization of the econom cs. Thank
you.

CHAI RMAN LU SI: Al right thanks, G eg.
| appreciate the point and I'lIl definitely keep
t hat under consideration if we provide that
i nformati on at anot her venue. But thanks for
bri ngi ng that up.

Is there anyone el se on the webi nar that
would i ke to provide any public conmment at this
time?

Al right. Seeing no hands com ng up on
the screen, before we adjourn, I'mgoing to turn
the mc over to Chris, who's going to provide us

sone details about tonight's festivities. Chris.
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DR MOORE: M. Chair, for fol ks that
are regi stered we have the Sunset Cruise. That
basi cally happens -- starts right over here across
the -- what is this body of water?

CHAIRMAN LU SI: It's called Eagle
Al l ey?

DR. MOORE: Yeah, Eagle Alley. So,
right on the other side, you have the
I nstructions. You should have gotten them from
Shelly when you checked in. |f you're not sure
whet her or not you're actually registered for the

event, | ook on the back of your nanme tag, it'll

tell you.

If you are in the roomtoday and say,
boy, | sure wish | would have signed up for the
Sunset Cruise, you still can because all you need

to do is go see Shelly and she'll sign you up. W
have plenty of tinme to get over to the boat. You
can board the boat at 5:45. [It'll |eave the dock
at 6:00. |It's about a 5- to 10-m nute wal k. So
basically, be there at 5:45, boat takes off at 6.

One other thing, it says cash bar. That
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nmeans you have to pay for your drinks, but you can
pay with cash or a credit card. So, you don't
have to go to the ATM machi ne. Any questions
before we adjourn about any of that? Al good?
Ckay? Thank you.

CHAIRVAN LU SI:  Okay. W are in recess
until 9 a.m tonorrow norning. |'ml ooking
forward to seei ng everyone tonight.

(Wher eupon, at 4:43 p.m, the

PROCEEDI NGS wer e conti nued.)

* * * * *
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CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C
STATE OF MARYLAND

|, Mark Mahoney, notary public in and for
the State of Maryland, do hereby certify that the
f or goi ng PROCEEDI NG was duly recorded and
thereafter reduced to print under ny direction;
that the witnesses were sworn to tell the truth
under penalty of perjury; that said transcript is a
true record of the testinony given by w tnesses;
that | amneither counsel for, related to, nor
enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in
whi ch this proceeding was call ed; and, furthernore,
that | amnot a relative or enpl oyee of any
attorney or counsel enployed by the parties hereto,
nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this action.

(Signature and Seal on File)

Notary Public, in and for the State of Maryl and

My Comm ssion Expires: June 7, 2022
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