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Status Update from NOAA NEPA Coordinator

NOAA/CEQ implementation process:
• Prepared Interim Guidance to address immediate questions 

of implementation
• Preparing additional guidance on interpretation and 

implementation of key provisions of new regulations
• Evaluating all NOAA internal policies and procedures for 

consistency with new regulations to identify necessary 
changes 

• In cooperation with all NOAA line offices and in consultation 
with CEQ, drafting any proposed revisions  

• Within one year of effective date, publish proposed 
revisions
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Status Update from NMFS NEPA Coordinator:  
Near Term Compliance

NMFS is working to:

• develop interim NMFS guidance for MSA actions; and

• request interim waivers for MSA actions relative to page 
and time limits.
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Status Update from NMFS NEPA Coordinator:  
Long-term Plan

For the longer term, we are proposing to establish a process to develop 
a proposed rule by Sept 14, 2021 to address required changes to the 
MSA NEPA process.  

• NMFS will form internal working group

• How would the CCC like to engage? Form own sub-group on topic?

• Given potential FACA issues, approaches such as use of a 
workshop may need to be used
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Proposed Timeline to Sept. 2021



Questions	and	
Discussion


