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Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Energy

OCS Lands Act: "… vital national resource … expeditious and orderly development … environmental safeguards"

Energy Policy Act of 2005: "… energy from sources other than oil and gas …"

Alaska OCS Atlantic OCSGulf of Mexico OCSPacific OCS
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Biden Administration Offshore Wind Energy Goals

o March 29, 2021 the White House 
issued a “whole-of-government 
approach” to offshore wind energy 
development including:
o Establishing a Target of Employing 

Tens of Thousands of Workers to 
Deploy 30 Gigawatts (30,000 
megawatts) of Offshore Wind by 
2030 (BOEM).

o Partnering with Industry on Data-
Sharing (NOAA).

o Studying Offshore Wind Impacts. 
(NOAA).
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Renewable Energy Program by the Numbers
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Competitive Lease Sales Completed:             8

Active Commercial Offshore Leases:    17

Site Assessment Plans (SAPs) Approved:            11

General Activities & Research Plans Approved:            2

Construction and Operations Plans (COPs): 

• Under Review 14

• Anticipated within next 12 months 2

Regulatory Guidance: 11

Leasing Under Consideration:             7

Steel in the Water:            2020



Atlantic OCS Renewable Energy: “Projects in the Pipeline”
Project Company

2020

2030 OCS-A 0522

Kitty Hawk

Atlantic Shores 

Mayflower Wind

Park City Wind

Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind Commercial

Ocean Wind

Sunrise Wind

U.S. Wind

Bay State Wind

Empire Wind

Skipjack Windfarm

Revolution Wind 

Vineyard Wind I

South Fork

Coastal Virginia Offshore Wind Pilot
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State Project Nominations

Hawaii Oahu South Call Area 3

Hawaii Oahu North Call Area                   2

California Diablo Canyon Call Area             11

California Morro Bay Call Area 11

California Humboldt Call Area 10

Pacific OCS Renewable Energy
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U.S. Offshore Renewable Energy: “On the Horizon”

• Vineyard Wind

• South Fork

• New York Bight
• Gulf of Maine
• Virginia
• Carolinas
• California
• Gulf of Mexico
• Hawaii
• Oregon



New York Bight Wind Energy Areas
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OCS Renewable Energy Authorization Process

Intergovernmental Task 
Force

Call for Information & 
Nominations (Call)

Area Identification

Environmental Reviews

Proposed Sale Notice 
(PSN)

Final Sale Notice (FSN)

Auction

Issue Lease(s)

Site Characterization 

(i.e. Geophysical & 
Geological Surveys, 
Biological Surveys, etc.)

Site Assessment Plan (SAP) 

(i.e. Meteorological buoy 
or tower)

Construction & Operations 
Plan (COP)

Facility Design Report (FDR) 

Fabrication and Installation 
Report (FIR)

Decommissioning 

Planning 
& Analysis Leasing Site Assessment Construction 

& Operations

2 YEARS 1-2 YEARS 5 YEARS 2 YEARS (+25)
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Challenges & Opportunities:  Technology & the Growth of the Wind Turbine
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Challenges & Opportunities:  Technology & Foundation Types



Challenges & Opportunities: Space-Use Conflict

o Challenges regarding the human 
dimension (space-use conflict) 
of offshore wind energy and 
fisheries are prevalent in public 
comment.

o The Secretary must consider the 
use of areas as a fishery, as well 
as other uses, when carrying out 
the program.



Environmental Studies Program

• BOEM concluded solicitation for 2022 
study ideas in January

• Study ideas are reviewed internally  and 
by the Standing Committee on Offshore 
Science and Assessment (COSA) 
convened under the National Academy of 
Sciences

• Results of studies are incorporated into 
BOEM environmental assessment and 
decision-making process



Where to Find Reports

o Main renewable energy landing page (Atlantic and Pacific): 
www.boem.gov/environment/environmental-
studies/renewable-energy-research

o BOEM Environmental Studies Search: 
https://marinecadastre.gov/espis/#/

http://www.boem.gov/environment/environmental-studies/renewable-energy-research
https://marinecadastre.gov/espis/#/
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